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Falls	from	heights	are	the	leading	cause	of	traumatic	injuries	and	fatalities	in	the	NSW	construction	industry,	closely	followed	by	contact	with	electricity.	Below	you	will	find	information	about	recent	serious	incidents	and	safety	information	to	help	protect	you	and	your	workplace.	A	19-year-old	apprentice	was	seriously	injured	while	clearing	a	trench
on	a	residential	building	site.	The	worker	was	positioned	within	a	two-metre-high	unsupported	trench	when	a	section	collapsed	and	engulfed	him	with	soil.	The	worker	sustained	multiple	fractures	and	needed	to	be	dug	out	by	other	workers	on	site.	Construction	site	where	the	excavation	collapse	occurred.	Excavation	works	and	working	in	or	near	a
trench	present	a	serious	risk	of	injury	or	death.	Hazards	can	include	ground	collapse,	instability	of	adjoining	structures	and	underground	essential	services.You	must	implement	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	excavation	works	and	working	in	or	near	a	trench,	including	to:obtain	the	current	underground
essential	services	information	(location	and	depth)	relating	to	the	workplace	and	adjacent	areasensure	a	Safe	Work	Method	Statement	(SWMS)	is	developed	and	followed	for	high-risk	construction	work,	such	as	when	the	trench	depth	is	more	than	1.5	metres,	or	work	is	near	certain	underground	essential	servicesensure	a	competent	person,
experienced	in	trenching	works,	supervises	and	monitors	the	workensure	the	plant	is	only	used	for	the	purpose	for	which	it	is	designed,	is	appropriate	for	the	work,	maintained	in	a	safe	condition	and	operated	by	a	competent	personensure	workers	not	involved	with	the	work	and	the	public	cannot	access	the	trench	and	work	areasminimise	the	risk	to
any	person	arising	from	ground	collapse	on	trenches	deeper	than	1.5	metres	by	implementing	one	or	more	of	the	following:benching	–	creating	a	series	of	steps	in	the	vertical	wall	of	an	excavation	to	reduce	the	wall	height	and	ensure	stabilitybattering	–	sloping	the	wall	of	an	excavation	to	a	predetermined	angle	to	ensure	stabilityshoring	–	using
support	systems	for	an	excavated	face	or	faces	to	prevent	the	movement	of	soil	and	therefore,	ground	collapseobtaining	written	advice	from	a	geotechnical	engineer	that	all	sides	of	a	trench	are	safe	from	collapseobtain	advice	from	competent	persons	regarding	the	soil	and	groundwater	conditions	of	the	site	–	especially	after	any	event	that	could
affect	the	safety	of	the	trench	(e.g.	a	weather	event	or	ground	slip)obtain	advice	from	competent	persons	regarding	any	temporary	or	permanent	control	measures	required	to	adequately	support	potentially	affected	structures,	their	foundations,	and	excavated	facesensure	young	workers	and	apprentices	are	suitably	supervised	by	a	competent	and
qualified	personensure	an	emergency	plan	is	prepared	for	the	site.	A	22-year-old	4th	year	electrical	apprentice	sustained	serious	injuries	when	he	fell	approximately	four	metres	from	a	rooftop.	The	apprentice	was	installing	solar	roof	panels	on	a	house	under	construction.	Front	and	side	view	of	incident	site.	In	NSW,	there	are	more	than	half	a	million
young	workers	(aged	up	to	25)	and	more	than	15,000	of	them	are	injured	at	work	each	year.	Regardless	of	how	they	are	employed,	or	in	which	industry,	young	workers	need	extra	support	to	ensure	they	are	carrying	out	their	tasks	correctly	and	safely.Solar	panels	are	becoming	increasingly	popular	in	NSW,	however,	there	are	significant	falls	from
heights	risks	to	workers	when	installing	these	systems	including:falls	over	unprotected	roof	edgesfalls	through	uncovered	penetrations	and	voidsfalls	though	skylights,	alsynite,	fibre	cement	and	other	weak	materialsfalls	though	damaged,	brittle,	weakened	or	otherwise	non-supporting	roof	surfacesslips	and	trips	on	pitched/sloping	roof
surfacesslippery	surfaces	due	to	algae,	moss,	moisture,	dirt	etc.falls	during	access	(both	people	and	equipment)	e.g.	ladders.Consider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	solar	panel	installations.You	must	ensure:a	site-specific	safe	work	method	statement	(SWMS)	is	prepared	where	the	risk	of	falls	is	two
metres	or	morethe	SWMS	is	prepared	in	consultation	with	workers	–	make	sure	they	follow	itthe	correct	safety	equipment	is	in	place	before	work	commencesthe	hazards,	risks	and	suitable	controls	are	identified	before	accessing	the	roofworkers	have	a	safe	means	of	access	and	egress	to	work	areasfalls	are	controlled	using	a	fall	prevention	device,
such	as	covers,	temporary	edge	protection	(guardrails)	and	scaffoldinga	harness-based	system	is	only	to	be	used	when	higher	order	controls	are	not	reasonably	practicableladders	are	placed	at	a	ratio	of	1:4	to	the	wall,	secured	at	the	top	and	bottom,	and	extended	at	least	one	metre	above	the	roof	edge	–	consider	using	an	elevating	work	platform	or
scaffolding	instead	of	a	ladderadequate	training	and	instruction	in	the	correct	use	of	the	equipment	is	provided	to	all	workers.adequate	supervision	and	assistance	is	provided	to	less	experienced	workers.Related	informationDownload	this	Incident	Information	Release	(PDF,	193.97	KB)	A	30-year-old	worker	sustained	injuries	when	the	temporary
support	post	for	the	roof	he	was	tiling	failed,	causing	the	roof	to	collapse.	At	the	time,	tiles	had	been	stacked	on	the	unsupported	eaves	in	preparation	to	be	installed.	The	collapsed	roof	and	temporary	support	that	gave	way.	Structural	collapses	pose	risks	to	workers	on	top	of	the	structure	as	well	as	those	working	underneath	and	around	the
structure.	These	risks	include	falls	from	heights,	being	hit	by	falling	objects	and	being	crushed	under	the	collapsed	building	material.You	must	implement	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	structural	collapses,	including:consult	with	suitably	qualified	and	competent	persons	regarding	engineering	and
structural	requirements	during	constructionfollow	all	engineering	and	construction	requirements	as	per	the	approved	construction	plans,	including	meeting	hold	points	and	inspection	requirementsensure	structural	supports	are	correctly	sized	and	have	the	load	bearing	capacity	requiredensure	temporary	structural	supports	are	correctly	located	and
fixed	in	positionensure	heavy	materials	are	not	placed	on	unsupported	roof	areasimplement	safe	work	areas	to	reduce	the	risk	to	workers	working	beneath	structures	from	being	injured	from	falling	objects	or	crush	injuries	in	the	event	of	a	structural	collapsecommunicate	any	safety	concerns	with	the	designer	or	engineer	and	do	not	continue	work
until	the	issue	is	resolvedensure	a	SafeWork	Method	Statement	(SWMS)	is	developed,	and	followed,	for	high-risk	workensure	all	workers	have	the	required	licences	and	qualificationsensure	all	workers	complete	a	site	induction	and	are	provided	with	all	relevant	safety	informationensure	all	workers	are	wearing	the	correct	PPEprepare	an	emergency
plan	for	the	site.	A	39-year-old	plasterer	was	seriously	injured	while	carrying	out	renovation	work	in	a	school	library	at	Wahroonga.	The	worker	was	removing	clips	from	the	inside	of	an	unprotected	window	when	he	fell	approximately	five	metres	through	the	window	to	the	ground	below	sustaining	serious	head	and	spinal	injuries.	The	worker	fell
through	the	first	story	window.	Employers	must	protect	workers	from	the	risk	of	falling	from	one	level	to	another	–	no	matter	the	height.	Workers	from	culturally	and	linguistically	diverse	backgrounds	can	be	more	at	risk	in		workplaces	and	may	require	additional	supervision	or	information	to	work	safely.Consider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control
measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	working	at	heights.Businesses	should:inspect	the	site	prior	to	commencing	any	work	at	heights	in	order	to	assess	and	plan	for	suitable	safety	controls	to	prevent	risk	of	fallsdevelop	a	site	specific	Safe	Work	Method	Statement	(SWMS)	for	any	high	risk	construction	work	with	risk	of	falls	over	two	metres.
Ensure	the	SWMS	is	understood	by	all	persons	using	the	documentconduct	work	on	the	ground	or	on	a	solid	construction.	If	you	don’t	have	to	work	at	heights,	don't.	Working	from	the	ground	is	always	the	safest	optionuse	a	fall-prevention	device.	If	you	have	to	work	from	a	height,	you	need	to	manage	the	risk	of	a	fall.	A	fall-prevention	device	is	best
because	it	will	prevent	your	workers	from	falling.	Examples	include	temporary	work	platforms,	guardrails	and	scaffoldinguse	a	work-positioning	system.	When	it	is	not	possible	to	use	a	fall-prevention	device,	a	work-positioning	system	is	your	next	best	option.	This	system	either	prevents	a	fall	hazard	being	reached	or	enables	a	person	to	work
supported	in	tension	in	a	way	that	prevents	the	person	from	falling.	Examples	of	this	include	elevating	work	platforms	such	as	scissor	liftsuse	physical	barriers	such	as	temporary	edge	protection	or	covers	in	unprotected	areas	where	there	is	a	risk	to	workersprovide	information,	training	and	instruction	to	workers.	This	should	be	provided	in	a	way
that	is	readily	understandable	to	all	workersprovide	adequate	supervision	by	a	competent	person,	especially	if	they	are	undergoing	training	or	are	unfamiliar	with	the	working	environment.The	Working	safely	at	heights	in	construction	campaign	(launched	by	SafeWork	NSW	in	June	2021)	aims	to	provide	resources	especially	aimed	at	young	workers
and	workers	from	culturally	and	linguistically	diverse	backgrounds	in	particular.Related	informationDownload	this	Incident	Information	Release	(PDF,	489.77	KB)	A	67-year-old	worker	performing	repairs	and	maintenance	to	a	vessel	has	fallen	from	bracket	scaffolding	on	a	slipway	in	Ulladulla.	The	worker	removed	a	timber	scaffolding	plank	before
falling	approximately	three	to	four	metres	to	the	concrete	ground	below.	As	a	result	of	the	incident	the	worker	sustained	foot,	leg,	hip	and	spinal	fractures.	Incident	location	on	slipway	Tasks	undertaken	by	marine	businesses	can	involve	working	at	heights	to	access	the	hull	and	topsides	of	vessels.	Much	of	this	work	is	done	on	temporary	work
platforms	when	the	vessels	are	on	slipways	or	on	exposed	or	covered	hardstand	areas.	Consider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	working	at	heights	and	temporary	work	platforms.Fall	preventionEmployers	must	consult	with	other	duty	holders	and	manage	the	risk	of	falls	at	the	workplace	by	working	from
the	ground	or	solid	construction.	If	this	is	not	possible,	consider	using	fall	prevention	devices,	a	work	positioning	system	or	fall	arrest	system.Fall	protection	devicesFall	prevention	devices	include	fencing,	edge	protection,	covers,	scaffolds,	elevating	work	platforms,	work	boxes	and	other	temporary	work	platforms.	Such	devices	should	always	be
installed	and	used	in	accordance	with	the	manufacturer's	instructions.Employers	must	ensure:scaffolding	includes	edge	protection	if:a	person	could	fall	more	than	two	metres,	orif	a	fall	of	less	than	two	metres	is	reasonably	likely	to	cause	injuryscaffolding	where	a	person	could	fall	more	than	four	metres	must	be	erected	by	a	licensed	scaffolder	and
have	a	valid	handover	certificatework	positioning	systems	include	industrial	rope	access	or	a	restraint	system	that	stops	a	worker	from	reaching	a	position	where	they	could	fallfalls	arrest	systems	include	catch	nets	and	harness-based	fall	arrest	systems	-	such	systems	should	only	be	used	by	workers	with	suitable	training	and	a	rescue	plan	to	retrieve
a	fallen	worker	is	requiredother	measures	to	control	the	risk	of	falls	are	in	place,	including	having	safe	systems	of	work	(Safe	Work	Method	Statements)	and	adequate	training/supervision	of	workers.	A	34	year-old	worker	was	injured	while	working	on	the	balcony	of	a	townhouse	in	Botany.A	temporary	plastic	canopy	was	installed	over	the	balcony	to
act	as	a	rain	barrier.	The	worker	was	undertaking	waterproofing	at	the	time	using	a	highly	flammable	solvent-based	contact	adhesive,	membrane	sheets	and	a	hot	air	tool.	An	open	plastic	bucket	containing	the	decanted	adhesive	ignited,	and	remained	on	fire,	resulting	in	second	to	third	degree	burns	to	both	legs	of	the	worker.	Parts	of	the	balcony,
including	the	plastic	canopy,	caught	on	fire.	Location	of	the	incidentBalcony	where	the	fire	took	place	Consider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	working	with	hazardous	chemicals	and	when	conducting	hot	work	activities.When	conducting	hot	work	activities:implement	a	hot	work	permit	which	includes	a
detailed	review	to	identify	all	potential	hazards	associated	with	the	proposed	hot	work	activity	and	to	eliminate	the	hazards,or	where	this	is	not	reasonably	practicable	control	the	resulting	risksidentify	and	remove	any	possible	flammable	or	combustible	materials	in	the	area,including	rubbish,	paper	or	dust	that	could	be	potential	fuel	sources	or
produce	dust	explosionsensure	the	area	is	not	a	confined	spaceensure	the	area	is	adequately	ventilatedensure	adequate	firefighting	equipment	is	available	and	ready	for	useutilise	a	fire	watch	person	to	monitor	the	hot	work	environmentprovide	training	to	workers	about	the	hazards	associated	with	hot	works,	the	use	of	the	hot	work	permit	system
and	emergency	planningensure	workers	are	wearing	appropriate	non-flammable	personal	protective	equipment.When	working	with	hazardous	chemicals:identify	the	physical	and	health	hazards	of	chemicals	at	work	before	first	use.	Inform	and	train	workers	in	safe	use,	following	manufacturer’s	instructions	or	instructions	on	the	Safety	Data
Sheetremove	ignition	sources	from	hazardous	areassubstitute	a	highly	flammable	liquid	with	one	that	is	less	flammable	or	combustibleensure	ventilation	is	adequate	to	avoid	the	creation	of	a	hazardous	atmospherephysically	separate	hazardous	chemicals	from	any	chemicals	or	other	things	that	may	be	incompatibledistance	workers	from	hazardous
chemicals	and	any	potential	hazards	generated	by	their	useuse	intrinsically	safe	electrical	equipment	-	consider	whether	the	hazardous	chemicals	can	generate	flammable	or	explosive	atmospheres,	and	ensure	that	any	equipment	being	used,	like	stirrers,	is	safe.More	informationDownload	this	Incident	Information	Release	as	a	PDF	A	43-year-old	male
was	operating	a	tracked	dumper.	While	he	was	tracking	down	a	set	of	ramps	the	tracked	dumper	tipped	forward	throwing	him	from	the	operator’s	platform.	He	suffered	a	neck	fracture	and	serious	head	laceration.	Images:	(above)	Tracked	dumper	involved	in	the	incident.	(below)	Ramps	used	at	the	incident	scene	Safety	information	Implement
‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	working	with	plant	in	the	workplace.Tracked	dumpers	are	generally	used	to	transport	materials	such	as	soil	or	rubble	to	and	from	locations	within	a	site	where	access	is	tight.Even	though	these	plant	items	are	small,	overturning	of	the	dumper	or	the	operator	being	thrown
from	the	plant	can	result	in	serious	injury	or	death.	Unlike	large	plant	items	where	the	operator’s	cabin	offers	some	form	of	protection,	the	operator	is	not	secured	with	a	seatbelt	or	protected	by	a	roll	over	protection	system.	The	safe	use	and	operation	of	tracked	dumpers	plays	an	important	part	in	keeping	the	operator	safe.When	considering	whether
a	tracked	dumper	is	suitable	to	use	on	a	site	you	must	ensure:the	manufacturer’s	instructions	clearly	set	out	the	safe	operating	conditions	and	limitations	for	the	plant;	and	the	site	conditions	allow	for	the	plant	to	be	used	in	accordance	with	those	instructions	e.g.	ground	stability,	maximum	slope	(transverse	and	longitudinal)all	necessary	training,
information	and	instruction	is	provided	to	and	understood	by	operators	prior	to	use,	e.g.	direction	of	travel,	maximum	capacity	(load)operators	are	provided	all	necessary	supervision	to	confirm	the	manufacturer’s	instructions	are	followedif	you	are	unsure	how	to	safely	use	the	plant,	do	not	use	it	until	you	have	consulted	with	the	supplier	(e.g.	hire
shop)	or	manufacturer	and	have	all	the	necessary	information.More	information	SafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	have	responded	to	a	number	of	incidents	that	have	resulted	in	the	suspension	or	cancellation	of	high-risk	work	licences.These	incidents	involved	the	operation	of	tower	cranes,	slewing	mobile	cranes,	vehicle	loading	cranes,	forklift	trucks	and
the	undertaking	of	scaffolding	work.	A	crane	that	tipped	onto	its	side.	Persons	must	be	authorised	to	undertake	high-risk	work.	High-risk	work	licence	holders	must	ensure	they	take	reasonable	care	for	their	own	health	and	safety	and	must	ensure	that	their	acts	or	omissions	do	not	adversely	affect	the	health	and	safety	of	others.Inspectors	have	the
power	to	immediately	suspend	a	high-risk	work	licence	where	there	is	an	imminent	serious	risk	to	the	health	and	safety	of	any	person.Several	licence	holders	have	recently	had	their	licence	suspended	or	cancelled	resulting	in	them	not	being	authorised	to	undertake	high-risk	work.	Persons	who	have	had	their	licence	cancelled	will	need	to	be
retrained	and	reassessed	as	competent.	They	may	also	incur	a	disqualification	period	where	they	are	unable	to	apply	for	another	high-risk	work	licence.	Penalties	apply	for	persons	undertaking	high-risk	work	while	their	licence	is	suspended	or	cancelled.High-risk	work	licence	holders	must:Only	do	work	you	are	licenced	to	carry	outalways	have	your
licence	available	for	inspection	when	undertaking	high-risk	workonly	carry	out	high-risk	work	for	the	class	of	licence	you	holdBe	familiar	with	the	plant	before	you	startensure	that	the	plant	is	in	a	safe	condition	prior	to	operatingknow	all	the	operating	controls	and	the	limitations	of	the	plantOperate	the	plant	safelyoperate	the	plant	in	a	safe	manner
and	within	its	rated	capacity	and	capabilityensure	you	take	reasonable	care	to	carry	out	the	high-risk	work	safely	and	competentlyControl	access	to	/	separation	from	the	plantprevent	unauthorised	or	unintentional	use	of	the	planthave	adequate	pedestrian	separation	and	traffic	control	measures	in	placeIf	an	incident	occursensure	that	the	plant	is
inspected	by	a	suitably	competent	person	before	it	is	put	back	into	service.More	informationDownload	this	Incident	Information	Release	as	a	PDF	A	32-year-old	worker	was	injured	when	he	fell	approximately	5	metres	through	a	void	on	a	bridge	under	construction	near	Gilgandra.	The	worker	was	walking	along	reinforcement	bars	and	across	the
concrete	bridge	beams	when	he	stepped	on	to	a	steel	void	panel	which	dislodged.	Section	of	steel	void	panel	Falls	from	heights	is	the	number	one	killer	on	construction	sites	in	NSW	and	every	year	there	are	dozens	of	serious	incidents.	Many	of	these	incidents	are	from	stepping	on	an	unstable	surface.Consider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control
measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	working	at	heights.You	must	ensure:a	safe	method	of	construction	is	incorporated	into	the	design	of	formwork/	falsework	e.g.	minimising	work	at	height,	incorporating	edge	protection,	using	catch	decks	etcformwork/falsework	is	erected	according	to	the	design,	and	within	any	tolerances	required	by	the
designerformwork/falsework	is	secured	from	movement	due	to	construction	loads,	wind	loads,	concrete	pour	loads	etcsuppliers/manufacturers	limits	are	not	exceeded	(e.g.	maximum	span	between	supports,	minimum	bearing	area,	maximum	applied	load,	number	of	fixings	etc)voids,	penetrations,	and	non-trafficable	areas	are	covered,	or	access	is
prevented	by	physical	barriers	or	edge	protectioncovers	are	strong	enough	to	support	the	load	from	people,	are	securely	attached	to	prevent	dislodgement	and	marked	(e.g.	“Danger	-	void”)lower	order	control	measures	such	as	harness-based	restraint	or	fall	arrest	systems	are	used	in	situations	where	covers	or	physical	edge	protection	can’t	be
used.More	information	A	45-year-old	worker	was	struck	by	a	reversing	track	skid	steer	while	surveying	levels	as	part	of	a	road	construction	in	the	Southern	Highlands.	The	worker	sustained	significant	crush	injuries.	Incident	site	-	southbound	The	track	skid	steer	involved	in	the	incident	Safety	informationConsider	reasonably	practicable	control
measures	to	manage	the	risks	of	mobile	plant	in	the	workplace.	You	must	implement	effective	systems	to	prevent	mobile	plant	striking	workers.	These	systems	can	include:	Workplace	specific	induction	for	all	workers	before	work	startsMobile	plant	operation	area	exclusion	zones	(eg:	the	use	of	fences,	bollards,	barriers,	safety	rails,	etc	to	separate
pedestrians	from	moving	plant	and	vehicles)Sequencing	work	to	minimise	the	number	of	trades	and	labourers	on	foot	when	heavy	vehicles	are	operationalDedicated	turning	bays,	to	allow	heavy	mobile	plant	to	maintain	operator	visibility	by	moving	forwardDedicated	footpaths	(plant	exclusion)	for	workers	on	footThe	use	of	spotters	where	heavy
mobile	plant	is	required	to	reverse	(or	operate	in	the	direction	of	less	visibility)The	use	of	formal	and	trained	traffic	controllers	where	requiredEstablishing	and	maintaining	communication	systems	e.g.	radios	to	notify	plant	operators	of	persons	approaching	work	areaUsing	audible	and	visible	alarms	to	identify	moving	plant	(e.g.	reversing	alarm,
flashing	lights)The	use	of	proximity	sensing	devicesUsing	high	visibility	garments	to	increase	a	person’s	visibilityTraining	workers	in	relation	to	blind	spots	for	certain	vehicles,	such	as	the	blind	spot	created	by	the	arm	of	an	excavatorDownload	this	Incident	Information	Release	as	a	PDF	A	49-year-old	tiler	has	fallen	approximately	three	metres	from
the	internal	first	floor	hallway	through	an	unprotected	void	at	a	residential	construction	site	in	Carlton.	The	worker	sustained	a	fractured	eye	socket	and	serious	head	injuries.	The	unprotected	void	where	the	worker	fell	Most	falls	through	voids	or	penetrations	occur	because	they:are	uncoveredhave	unsuitable	covers	in	place,	orhave	no	guardrail.You
must	implement	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	falls	through	voids	or	penetrations.Make	sure:areas	that	have	a	void	/	penetration	are	clearly	highlighted	and	communicated	to	all	workersguardrails	are	installed	where	the	void/penetration	is	large	or	needed	for	temporary	accessif	using	the
void/penetration	to	access	another	level,	you	consider	using	temporary	stairs	or	make	sure	your	ladder	is	secure	and	extends	one	metre	past	the	landing	pointall	voids	and	penetrations	that	will	not	be	used	for	access,	have	a	clearly	marked	and	secured	cover	so	it	can’t	be	dislodged	and	is	structurally	suitable	for	purpose.	Plywood	that	is	marked	as
covering	a	penetration	and	properly	secured	into	place,	is	a	cost-effective	solution.SafeWork	NSW	campaignSafeWork	NSW	launched	the	‘Working	safely	at	heights	in	construction	–	when	you	fall	–	they	fall’	campaign	in	June	2021.	Several	relevant	resources	are	available	from	the	campaign	page.More	information	A	23-year-old	scaffolding	labourer
has	fallen	from	a	scaffold	during	dismantling	at	a	Hurstville	residential	unit	complex.	The	worker	climbed	the	exterior	of	the	scaffold	to	remove	loose	scaffold	components	on	the	upper	decks.	While	climbing	he	has	fallen	from	the	scaffold	onto	the	awning	below	that	covered	the	entrance	to	the	unit	complex.	The	awning	collapsed	landing	on	two
elderly	members	of	the	public	and	another	worker	who	were	entering	the	building.	All	three	sustained	injuries	after	being	hit	by	the	awning	and	falling	worker.	The	worker	fell	from	the	scaffold	onto	an	awning	over	the	building	entrance.	Consider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	falls	while	working	with
scaffolding.You	must:ensure	no	one	climbs	the	exterior	of	the	scaffoldprovide	safe	access	to	platforms	on	the	scaffold,	either	internal	access	such	as	scaffold	stairs	(preferred)	or	fixed	ladders,	or	direct	access	from	an	adjacent	structureerect	and	dismantle	scaffolds	using	a	safe	system	of	work	that	ensures	scaffolders	are	behind	edge	protection	at	all
timesensure	no	one	climbs	standards,	ledgers,	or	transoms	to	gain	extra	heightprepare	a	safe	work	method	statement	when	working	two	metres	or	more	from	the	ground	and	ensure	it	is	understood	and	followed	by	all	workersprevent	all	unauthorised	access	to	scaffoldensure	scaffolds	are	only	erected,	altered	and	dismantled	by	a	worker	with	the
appropriate	scaffolding	high	risk	work	(HRW)	licence.	You	can	check	if	a	HRW	licence	is	valid	by	visiting	verify.licenceensure	workers	hold	a	valid	construction	induction	card	(white	card)	prior	to	directing	or	allowing	them	to	work	on	a	NSW	constructions	siteScaff	Safe	2021SafeWork	NSW	will	continue	to	target	scaffold	safety	on	construction	sites
throughout	2021.	Inspectors	will	be	attending	worksites	and	talking	with	employers	and	workers	to	ensure	compliance.	On	the	spot	fines	of	between	$432	and	$3,600	apply	for	those	not	managing	scaffold	safety,	falls	from	heights	risks,	and	unlicenced	workers.More	information	An	unsupported	formwork	platform	has	collapsed	on	a	multistorey
construction	site	at	Westmead.	Two	workers	were	accessing	the	temporary	platform	and	fell	approximately	3.5	metres,	suffering	fractured	ribs	and	serious	lacerations	to	the	head	and	legs.	This	is	the	second	incident	in	less	than	a	month	where	workers	have	fallen	due	to	a	structural	collapse	on	a	construction	site.	Site	of	the	incident	and	collapsed
formwork	Implement	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	the	collapse	of	incomplete	formwork,	including:Restrict	unauthorised	access	to	incomplete	formwork.	Access	should	be	restricted	via	fixed	barriers	where	reasonably	practicable,	which	are	clearly	markedMake	sure	all	workers	are	aware	of	the
documented	system	of	work	for	gaining	authorisation	to	access	incomplete	formwork.	Provide	workers	with	the	necessary	instruction	and	trainingMonitor	the	controls,	including	inspecting	the	fixed	barriers	and	supervising	workers	to	ensure	the	documented	system	of	work	is	being	followedFormwork	inspections	should	be	undertaken:Routinely	as
the	formwork	is	being	constructed	and	while	workers	can	access	the	areaPrior	to	loadingPeriodically	following	loadingFollowing	unplanned	events	e.g.	adverse	weatherInspections	should	be	recorded	and	include	evidence	of	the	condition	of	the	formwork	at	the	time	of	the	inspection	e.g.	photographs.Certification	that	the	formwork	complies	with
AS3610	and	the	design	should	only	be	provided	upon	completion	of	the	formwork,	including	the	completion	of	rectification	works	and	re-inspection	of	any	identified	issues.More	informationConstruction	work	–	Code	of	practiceFormwork	–	Code	of	practiceManaging	the	risk	of	falls	at	workplaces	–	Code	of	practicePocket	guide	to	construction
safetyConstruction	falls	from	heights	blitz	checklistFalls	from	heights	poster	–	ArabicFalls	from	heights	construction	poster	-	ChineseSafeWork	NSW	formwork	podcast	SafeWork	NSW	planning	to	prevent	falls	–	formwork	video	[2	minutes	54	seconds]	Falls	from	heights	during	the	construction	of	conventional	formwork	can	be	avoided.	This	video	looks
at	useful	ways	you	can	manage	the	risk	of	falls	from	heights.	Two	bricklayers	sustained	injuries	after	the	first	floor	they	were	working	on	collapsed	at	a	Marsden	Park	residential	construction	site.	Approximately	four	pallets	of	bricks	had	been	stored	on	the	timber	first	floor	of	the	house	construction	when	the	floor	gave	way.	The	floor	was	supported	by
timber	joists,	supported	by	a	timber	beam	at	one	end	and	a	steel	beam	at	the	other	end.	The	steel	beam	was	supported	by	the	wall	frame	at	one	end	and	a	temporary	supporting	member	at	the	other.	The	site	of	the	collapse	from	one	angle.	.	The	site	of	the	collapse	from	a	different	angle.	Safety	information	You	must	implement	‘reasonably	practicable’
control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	the	collapse	of	a	structure	loaded	with	heavy	materials	during	construction,	including:only	store	materials	on	constructed	surfaces	with	a	known	safe	working	load	capacity.	If	the	safe	working	load	capacity	is	unknown,	store	materials	on	the	ground	until	the	capacity	can	be	determined	by	a
competent	person	e.g.	structural	engineerwhere	temporary	structures	are	used	to	support	a	working	surface,	make	sure	the	temporary	structures	are	designed	to	support	the	expected	loads	and/or	the	safe	working	load	capacity	is	adjusted	accordingly,	and	the	temporary	supports	are	secured	and	protected	to	prevent	unauthorised	alterations	and
accidental	dislodgementworkers	are	informed	and	trained	on	the	safe	load	capacity	of	constructed	surfaces,	including	point	and	distributed	loadswork	practices	involving	the	storage	of	materials	on	constructed	surfaces	are	monitored	by	competent	personsthe	work	surface	has	a	safe	means	for	people	to	enter	and	exit	and	move	around	the	work
area.More	information	A	46-year-old	skid-steer	loader	operator	/	construction	labourer	suffered	serious	back	injuries	after	falling	feet	first	approximately	six	metres	into	an	unprotected	pier	hole	on	a	residential	construction	site.	The	worker	was	walking	around	the	front	of	the	truck	when	he	fell	into	the	pier	hole.	The	hole	was	not	visible	due	to
shadowing	from	the	cab	of	the	truck.	A	pier	hole	covering	was	not	in	place	when	the	incident	occurred.	The	site	where	the	incident	occurred.	The	risk	of	falls	into	pier	holes	on	construction	sites	is	a	known	risk	and	continues	to	present	a	significant	risk	of	fatality	or	serious	injury.You	must	implement	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to
manage	the	risks	associated	with	falls	in	and	around	pier	holes.	Make	sure:pedestrian	and/or	vehicle	access	to	the	area	is	prevented,	or	where	this	is	not	reasonably	practicable,	pier	hole	covers	are	installed	to	minimise	the	risks	associated	with	fallspier	hole	covers	are	designed	by	competent	person(s)	to	withstand	all	potential	pedestrian	traffic	and
impact	forces,	and	vehicular	traffic	where	it	is	deemed	permissible.	Fence	panels	are	not	rated	as	penetration	covers	and	should	not	be	used	as	a	control	measurepier	hole	covers	are	installed	in	accordance	with	their	design,	including	fixing	the	covers	securely	in	place	and	being	clearly	labelled	to	prevent	unauthorised	removal	or	movementpier	hole
covers	are	designed	to	minimise	ingress	of	materials	and	debrispier	hole	covers	are	only	removed	by	authorised	persons	and	when	it	is	safe	to	do	soinspections	of	pier	hole	covers	occur	routinely	and	following	unplanned	events	e.g.	adverse	weatherExcavating	pier	holes	more	than	1.5	metres	deep	is	considered	‘high	risk	construction	work’.	You	must
have	a	Safe	Work	Method	Statement	for	the	work	being	conducted.On-the-spot	fines	of	up	to	$3,600	may	be	issued	for	placing	workers	lives	at	risk	by	not	protecting	them	from	falls	from	heights.More	information	A	52-year-old	worker	has	suffered	fatal	injuries	after	falling	eight	storeys	at	a	Liverpool	construction	site.	The	worker	was	repairing
flashing	on	the	side	of	a	building	using	an	industrial	rope	access	system	at	the	time	of	the	incident.	Work	involving	industrial	rope	access	should	only	be	undertaken	when	other	means	of	accessing	the	work	area	are	not	reasonably	practicable,	such	as	scaffolding	or	an	Elevated	Work	Platform.When	it	is	necessary	to	use	an	industrial	rope	access
system	you	must	implement	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	working	at	heights.	Prior	to	connecting	to	an	industrial	rope	access	system	ensure:work	has	been	planned,	including	hazard	identification	and	risk	assessment	of	rope	access	related	tasks,	and	a	suitable	rope	access	system	is	designedanchor
points	have	been	inspected	by	a	competent	person	and	certified	as	safe	to	use,	and	information	is	available	regarding	their	safe	use,	for	example,	load	ratingsthe	anchor	points	are	marked	with	their	load	rating	and	the	load	correlates	with	the	certificationa	visual	inspection	is	conducted	of	the	anchor	points	and	site	to	ensure	a	safe	access	system	can
be	implemented,	and	to	determine	what	equipment	will	be	needed	to	provide	safe	access	to,	and	descent	from,	the	work	areaconsideration	is	given	to	how	post-installation/certification	modifications	to	the	site	may	affect	the	useability	of	anchor	points,	for	example,	changes	to	the	surface,	or	additional	surfaces	around	anchor	pointsthe	building	façade
is	inspected	for	areas	that	may	compromise	the	rope	access	equipment,	and	for	materials	that	could	be	loosened	and	fall	during	the	workall	equipment	to	be	used	is	inspected	by	a	competent	person	and	is	safe	to	usea	spotter	is	on	site,	has	clear	sight	of	the	workers,	communication	means,	and	clear	procedures	are	establishedemergency	rescue
procedures	are	established	and	clearly	communicated	to	all	workersall	workers	are	competent	in	the	technique,	including	emergency	procedures,	and	have	been	trained	in	the	correct	operation	of	the	particular	equipment	they	are	usingexclusion	zones	are	established	and	enforced	that	exclude	and	alert	the	public	that	industrial	rope	access	systems
are	in	use	below	the	work	area	and	near	any	anchorage	locationsthe	work	is	planned	to	account	for	the	expected	weather	conditionsIndustrial	rope	access	systems	should	include:a	main	working	rope	and	a	back-up	safety	rope,	each	anchored	independently	to	the	othersafe	access	to	anchor	points	to	set	up	the	rope	access	systema	full	body	or	work
positioning	sit	harness	with	shoulder	strapsdescending/ascending	devices	and	back	up	devices	that	are	suitable	for	the	type	of	work	being	undertaken,	and	appropriate	for	the	size/type	of	rope	and	combined	weight	of	the	rope	access	technician	and	any	equipment	worndescenders	that	automatically	stop	the	descent	if	the	rope	access	technician	loses
control,	i.e.	lock	automatically	in	the	hands-free	mode,	and	preferably	should	also	fail	to	safe	in	all	modes	of	operation,	for	example,	stop	the	descent	automatically	when	gripped	too	tightly	in	panic	(panic	locking)preferably,	back	up	devices	that	require	minimal	manipulation	by	the	rope	access	technician,	and	fail	to	safe	in	all	modes	of	operation,	for
example,	prevent	or	arrest	a	fall	even	when	gripped	in	panicthe	correct	personal	protective	equipment	(PPE)	for	the	tasks	being	undertaken,	for	example,	helmets,	gloves,	hearing	protection,	goggles	or	masksThe	use	of	industrial	rope	access	systems	is	considered	high	risk	construction	work	if	it	involves	construction	work	where	there	is	a	risk	of	a
person	falling	more	than	2	metres.	The	Work	Health	&	Safety	Regulation	2017	requires	that	high	risk	construction	work	must	not	be	carried	out	unless	a	safe	work	method	statement	(SWMS)	is	prepared	for	the	work.More	information	A	26-year-old	casual	worker	employed	by	a	labour	hire	company	sustained	neck	injuries	when	he	was	pinned
underneath	a	construction	garbage	chute	as	it	collapsed.	The	chute,	designed	for	free-flowing	material,	was	filled	vertically	with	soil	when	it	collapsed.	The	worker	had	only	been	on	site	for	a	week	and	a	half.	Broken	garbage	chute	involved	in	the	incident	A	similar	chute	set	up	at	the	same	site	on	the	day	of	the	incident.	Implement	‘reasonably
practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	using	construction	garbage	chutes.	When	planning	to	install	a	chute	at	a	workplace,	make	sure	it	can	be	installed,	used	and	dismantled	in	accordance	with	the	designer’s	requirements.	Consider:the	type	and	weight	of	materials	expected	to	be	movedthe	planned	location	of	the	chute,
including	local	weather	conditions	e.g.	exposure	to	windthe	means	of	support	required	to	support	the	chute	and	the	intended	materials	andany	risks	that	may	be	introduced	by	its	installation.Where	the	designer	or	manufacturer’s	information	is	not	sufficient	to	manage	all	associated	risks,	consult	with	the	designer	or	manufacturer.	Where	this	is	not
practical,	consult	with	a	competent	person.Installing	a	chuteWhen	installing	a	chute	on	site	make	sure:the	chute	is	installed	in	accordance	with	the	designer	or	manufacturer’s	instructions,	or	those	of	a	competent	personthe	chute	is	secured	to	the	scaffold	or	other	supporting	structures	ensuring	any	weight	placed	on	the	fixtures	does	not	impact
overall	integrityno	alterations	or	changes	to	design	of	the	chute	or	its	method	of	support	/	fastening	are	made	without	prior	approval	from	the	designer,	manufacturer,	or	competent	personany	joins	in	the	chute	are	tightly	secured	to	help	support	the	chute	against	high	wind	gusts	and	prevent	breakages	as	large	garbage	passes	througha	visual
inspection	of	the	chute	and	its	fastenings	is	completed	before	any	work	beginsthe	chute	system	is	isolated	and	not	used	if	there	is	any	damage	or	unusual	performance	identified,	until	advice	has	been	received	from	a	competent	person	on	how	to	manage	the	risks.Using	the	chuteWhen	using	the	chute	on	site	make	sure:you	provide	clear	instructions
for	what	can,	and	what	cannot,	be	placed	in	the	chute	and	ensure	this	is	communicated	and	understood	by	all	workers	onsiteadditional	measures	are	put	in	place	when	using	wet	materials	or	large	articles	that	can	cause	blockages	and/or	overloading	(e.g.	spotters	that	confirm	the	movement	of	the	material/articles)you	immediately	stop	using	the
chute	system	if	it	becomes	blocked	or	overloadedany	material	put	into	the	chute	is	not	heavier	than	the	weight	rating	of	the	chuteguardrails	are	in	place	to	protect	any	opening	in	the	chute	to	prevent	workers	falling	into	the	chutea	perimeter	is	enforced	around	the	landing	spot	at	the	bottom	of	the	chute	to	prevent	injuries	from	falling	garbage	or
debris	–	consider	barricades,	guardrails	and	warning	signsthe	top	of	the	chute	is	covered	to	prevent	falls	when	not	in	use.At	risk	workersIf	you	have	at	risk	workers,	such	as	labour	hire,	CALD,	migrant	or	young	workers	on	your	site,	make	sure:they	have	met	the	supervisorsomeone	suitably	skilled	inducts	them	onto	the	sitethey	are	told	about	any
places	they	should	not	go,	and	whysomeone	suitably	skilled	shows	them	how	to	do	the	job	and	use	any	equipment	or	machinery	requiredthey	understand	any	instructions	provided	–	language	and	literacy	barriers	need	to	be	consideredthey	are	supplied	with	any	required	safety	equipment	and	know	how	to	use	it	correctlythey	understand	what	to	do	in
an	emergency,	including	where	any	evacuation	points	are	located	and	who	to	contact	if	requiredthey	are	encouraged	to	raise	safety	concerns	and	understand	who	they	should	speak	to	about	their	concerns.Download	a	PDF	of	this	Incident	Information	Release	-	Construction	garbage	chute	collapse	(PDF	244kb)More	information	A	19-year-old	labour
hire	worker	suffered	serious	injuries	after	falling	more	than	12	metres	through	an	open	penetration	at	a	Shellharbour	construction	site.	The	worker	was	drilling	holes	into	Dincell	wall	panels	in	the	lift	shaft	on	Level	2	when	he	fell	through	the	open	penetration	to	the	concrete	lower	ground	floor.	The	penetration	Implement	‘reasonably	practicable’
control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	falls	through	penetrations	while	completing	formwork	and	other	construction.	Make	sure	you:install	edge	protection	or	cover	any	penetrations	that	will	be	exposed	during	the	stripping/dismantling	process,	such	as:	leading	or	perimeter	edge	protection	–	handrails	should	comply	with	AS	1657,
orfit-for-purpose	penetration	covers	that	withstand	the	load	of	workers	and	materials.	Ensure	they	are	secured	in	position	and	are	clearly	identified	so	they	are	not	mistaken	for	construction	materialinclude	cast-in-mesh	as	a	back-up	system	to	protect	penetrations	in	concrete	slabs.	They	should	be	50mm	x	50mm	or	smaller	mesh	size	and	made	of
material	capable	of	withstanding	potential	loadsensure	workers	always	use	a	suitable	work	platform	for	the	task,	such	as	scaffolds,	elevated	work	platform,	boom	or	scissor	lift	where	possible.	Workers	must	be	trained	to	use	the	work	platform	or	scaffoldprovide	a	safe	way	to	access	and	exit	the	work	areaprepare	a	safe	work	method	statement	for	all
high-risk	construction	workhave	an	emergency	plan	in	place	and	ensure	it	has	been	adequately	explained	to	all	workers.SafeWork	NSW	inspectors	regularly	blitz	construction	sites	to	check	compliance	and	talk	with	businesses	and	workers	about	how	to	work	safely	at	heights.	Use	this	Construction	Falls	from	Heights	Blitz	checklist	(PDF	504kb)	to	find
out	if	your	construction	site	is	working	at	heights	safely.More	information	A	building	in	Crows	Nest	partially	collapsed	after	excavation	work	had	been	undertaken	at	an	adjacent	construction	site.	Workers	were	completing	steel	fixing	and	formwork	for	a	capping	beam	when	they	observed	cracking	and	evacuated	the	site	before	the	collapse.
Fortunately,	no	workers	or	members	of	the	public	were	injured.	The	site	of	the	collapse	The	site	of	the	collapse	Safety	information	Implement	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	unplanned	structural	collapse	before,	during	and	after	excavation	work.Before	excavation	workSeek	engineering	adviceconsult
with	experienced	and	qualified	competent	persons	such	as	engineers	and	specialist	excavation	contractors	regarding	all	potentially	affected	structures	and	the	proposed	excavation	methods,	depths,	and	sequencecarry	out	the	necessary	testing	and	analysis	to	determine	the	soil	and	groundwater	conditions	of	the	site	in	consultation	with	a	geotechnical
engineerdetermine	the	size,	type,	and	extent	of	a	potentially	affected	structure’s	foundations	by	obtaining	all	relevant	information	and	carrying	out	the	necessary	inspections	and	testing	in	consultation	with	a	structural	engineerobtain	written	advice	from	competent	persons	regarding	any	temporary	or	permanent	control	measures	required	to
adequately	support	all	potentially	affected	structures,	their	foundations,	and	excavated	faces.	For	example,	structural	supports	to	adjacent	foundations	or	structures;	designs	for	benching,	battering,	shoring,	piling	and/or	earth	anchors,	limitations	to	excavation	depths	or	distances	from	structures,	limitations	to	de-watering,	limitations	to	excavation
methods	or	sequencingcarry	out	detailed	inspections	of	any	potentially	affected	structure	and	record	the	results	in	a	dilapidation	report	to	be	shared	with	all	relevant	partiesdevelop	a	monitoring	plan	for	all	potentially	affected	structures	which	may	include	implementing	survey	markers	and/or	vibration	monitoring	devices.Plan	your	workincorporate
all	‘hold-points’	into	your	construction	program	as	required	by	competent	personsconsider	the	type	of	plant	being	used,	including	the	size,	type	position	and	reach	to	minimise	the	risk	of	plant	colliding	with	existing	structures	and	overhead	powerlinesestablish	exclusion	zones	to	protect	workers	from	unplanned	structural	collapsesensure	safe	access
and	working	areashave	designated	areas	for	the	storage	of	excavated,	demolition	or	construction	materials.During	excavation	workensure	the	adjacent	building’s	foundations	are	not	underminedensure	any	requirements	identified	by	the	structural	or	geotechnical	engineers	are	in	placecontinue	to	consult	with	experienced	and	qualified	professionals
at	critical	stages	of	the	excavation	work	and	following	unplanned	events,	e.g.	heavy	rainfall.	Do	not	proceed	beyond	pre-determined	‘hold-points’	without	written	confirmation	from	the	relevant	party.ensure	all	workers	carrying	out	the	excavation	are	competent	(e.g.	check	qualifications,	experience,	and	any	required	licences)provide	clear	instructions
to	site	workers	and	visitors	including	any	updates	as	requiredensure	the	work	is	supervised	by	a	competent	person	and	in	accordance	with	the	planned	methods	and	sequencingif	issues	arise,	stop,	take	action	to	ensure	everyone	is	safe,	and	consult	with	all	parties	about	how	to	rectify	the	issues.More	informationIncident	animation	-	building	collapse
Incident	Animation	-	Building	Collapse	This	animation	profiles	a	serious	incident	that	occurred	when	a	building	collapsed	during	excavation	of	an	adjacent	construction	site.	The	animation	highlights	what	went	wrong	and	what	you	can	do	to	stay	safe	when	doing	this	type	of	work.	A	worker	and	an	apprentice	were	waterproofing	a	laundry	in	Seaforth
when	it	appears	vapours	from	an	adhesive	and	solvent	ignited.	The	small	room	they	were	working	in	was	engulfed	in	a	fire	ball,	resulting	in	burns	to	55%	of	one	worker’s	body,	and	45%	of	the	other’s	body.	Both	workers	were	transported	to	Royal	North	Shore	Hospital.	Laundry	area	with	fire	damage	where	the	incident	occurred	Consider	‘reasonably
practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	when	working	with	chemicals.You	must:Remove	all	ignition	sources	such	as	heat	welders	and	heat	guns.	Assess	the	distance	of	possible	ignition	sources	from	the	hazardous	area,	considering	ventilation	and	minimum	3	metre	distances.	Make	sure	flammable	chemicals	are	stored	in	a	cool,
well	ventilated	area,	away	from	heat	and	keep	containers	closed	when	not	in	useMake	sure	workers	have	access	to	safety	data	sheets	and	adhere	to	instructions	on	labelsMake	sure	emergency	preparedness	on	site	such	as	suitable	extinguishers	and	access	to	running	waterMake	sure	personal	protective	equipment	is	worn	as	per	the	safety	data	sheet
for	the	productMake	sure	flammable	chemicals	are	used	in	a	well	ventilated	area	to	minimise	the	risk	of	a	hazardous	atmosphere	developingConsider	the	use	of	mechanical	ventilation	that	is	specifically	rated	for	hazardous	areasMore	informationSafeWork	NSW:	Hazardous	ChemicalsView	the	latest	incident	information	releases	at
safework.nsw.gov.au	A	worker	has	fallen	approximately	8m	into	a	lift	shaft	while	working	on	the	refurbishment	of	a	building	in	Sydney.	The	worker	was	removing	timber	rafters	from	a	roof	frame	when	he	fell	and	sustained	serious	injuries.This	is	the	twelfth	incident	information	release	SafeWork	NSW	has	published	this	year	relating	to	falls	from
heights	in	the	construction	industry.	Falls	from	heights	are	the	biggest	killer	on	NSW	construction	sites.Safety	informationConsider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	working	at	heights.Consultation	and	coordination	between	a	principal	contractor	and	sub	contractors	on	site	is	essential	to	ensure	any	task
being	undertaken	is	done	so	in	a	safe	manner	and	does	not	impact	others	around	you.	Businesses	cannot	delegate	their	work	health	and	safety	duties	to	someone	else.Make	sure:workers	always	use	a	suitable	work	platform	for	the	task,	such	as	scaffolds,	elevated	work	platform,	boom	or	scissor	liftworkers	are	trained	how	to	use	the	suitable	work
platform	or	scaffoldworkers	are	provided	with	a	safe	way	to	access	and	exit	the	work	areayou	prepare	a	safe	work	method	statement	for	all	high-risk	construction	workyou	have	a	plan	in	place	in	case	of	an	emergency.SafeWork	NSW	inspectors	regularly	blitz	construction	sites	to	check	compliance	and	talk	with	businesses	and	workers	about	how	to
work	safely	at	heights.	Use	this	checklist	(PDF	504kb)	to	find	out	if	your	construction	site	is	working	at	heights	safely.More	information	A	32	year	old	worker	fell	approximately	4m	after	the	glass	atrium	roof	he	was	standing	on	smashed.	Scaffolding	immediately	above	the	glass	atrium	roof	was	being	dismantled	and	a	scaffold	standard	fell	onto	and
smashed	the	glass	panel	the	worker	was	standing	on.	The	worker	suffered	pelvic	and	limb	injuries,	concussion,	severe	cuts	and	bruising	in	the	fall.	A	courier	walking	through	the	foyer	of	the	building	at	the	time	also	suffered	minor	injuries	as	a	result	of	the	incident.	Location	where	the	incident	occurred	Reasonably	practicable	control	measures	must
be	implemented	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	dismantling	scaffold	and	working	at	heights.	You	must	make	sure:workers	must	hold	the	correct	High	Risk	Work	Licence	when	dismantling	scaffoldingworkers	are	provided	with	an	adequate	Safe	Work	Method	Statement	(SWMS)	before	starting	any	high-risk	construction	work,	which	should	be
kept	on-site	until	the	scaffold	is	dismantledany	work	undertaken	at	the	workplace	is	done	in	accordance	with	the	SWMS	providedprincipal	contractors	have	systems	in	place	to	ensure	proper	planning	and	sequencing	of	trades	so	that	the	scaffold	remains	structurally	safe	and	compliant	throughout	the	build,	including	ensuring	components	are	stacked
appropriately	through	the	dismantling	processexclusion	zones	are	established	so	that	only	workers	involved	in	dismantling	process	can	access	the	areaconsideration	is	given	to	damage	that	may	occur	from	falling	objects	and	controls	are	implemented	to	minimise	this	risk,	including	those	that	may	impact	areas	outside	of	the	workplace	and	other
personsnew	workers	to	the	workplace	are	provided	with	adequate	information	and	supervision	to	manage	health	and	safety,	such	as	inductionswork	is	undertaken	from	secure	surfaces/platforms	that	are	specifically	designed	to	support	the	weight	of	persons	and/or	construction	materials.Scaff	Safe	2020SafeWork	NSW	continues	to	target	scaffold



safety	on	construction	sites.	Inspectors	are	attending	worksites	and	talking	with	employers	and	workers	to	ensure	compliance.	Inspectors	are	also	working	with	scaffold	suppliers	and	installers	to	ensure	scaffolds	are	built	to	standard	and	are	safe.On-the-spot	fines	of	$720	for	individuals	and	$3,600	for	employers	can	be	issued	to	those	who	place
workers	lives	at	risk	from	falls	from	heights,	or	for	undertaking	scaffolding	work	without	a	high	risk	work	licence.More	information	A	40-year-old	steel	worker	suffered	a	fractured	leg	and	ankle	injury	after	falling	approximately	2.4	metres	through	a	formwork	deck	infill	panel	that	gave	way	on	a	construction	site	in	Newcastle.	The	location	where	the
incident	occurred.	Implement	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	infill	panel	in	formwork.	You	must	ensure:access	to	the	area	is	prevented,	or	where	an	infill	panel	is	used,	the	panel	and	supporting	components	such	as	props,	frames,	bearers	and	joists	are	designed	and	installed	to	withstand	pedestrian
trafficthe	design	of	formwork	and	infill	panels	is	developed	by	a	competent	personsupporting	falsework,	props	or	components	are	protected	and	secured	to	prevent	unauthorised	alterations	and	accidental	dislodgementcomponents	used	to	support	infill	panels	are	incorporated	into	the	design	and	installed	in	accordance	with	the	manufacturer’s
instructions	or	the	instructions	of	a	competent	personvisual	inspections	of	the	infill	panel	and	supporting	components	are	included	in	all	formwork	inspections	to	ensure	they	remain	structurally	sound	and	installed	in	accordance	with	their	designFormwork	inspections	should	be	undertaken:routinely	as	the	formwork	is	being	constructed	and	while
workers	can	access	the	areaprior	to	loadingperiodically	following	loadingInspections	should	also	occur	following	unplanned	events	(e.g.	adverse	weather).	Inspections	should	be	recorded	and	include	evidence	of	the	condition	of	the	formwork	at	the	time	of	the	inspection	(e.g.	photographs).Certification	that	the	formwork	complies	with	AS3610	and	the
design	should	only	be	provided	upon	completion	of	the	formwork,	including	the	completion	of	rectification	works	and	re-inspection	of	any	identified	issues.On-the-spot	fines	of	up	to	$3,600	may	be	issued	for	placing	workers	lives	at	risk	by	not	protecting	them	when	working	at	heights.More	information	The	mobile	elevating	work	platform	at	Kingswood
after	the	incident.	Date	of	incident:	17	April	2020A	worker	on	a	manually	propelled	scissor	type	MEWP,	approximately	3	metres	high,	was	using	a	handheld	battery	powered	screw	gun	to	affix	cladding	panels	to	the	side	of	a	steel	structure.	The	force	applied	by	the	worker	in	drilling	the	screws	contributed	to	the	MEWP	tipping	and	impacting	the
ground.	The	worker	sustained	bruising	to	his	arm	and	shoulder	as	a	result	of	the	incident.	The	scissor	type	mobile	elevating	work	platform	after	the	incident	at	Tamworth.	TamworthDate	of	incident:	20	July	2020An	electrician	and	an	apprentice	were	using	a	scissor	type	MEWP	to	remove	34	metres	of	conduit,	containing	an	electrical	cable,	from	the
side	of	a	two-storey	building.	The	MEWP	was	elevated	to	just	below	6	metres	and	driven	on	a	concrete	path	as	the	brackets	were	removed	one	by	one.	When	the	final	bracket	was	removed	the	workers	lifted	the	conduit	over	their	heads	and	dropped	it	to	the	ground.	It	fell	onto	the	handrail	of	the	platform.	The	weight	and	momentum	of	the	conduit
contributed	to	the	MEWP	to	tipping	over	with	both	workers	inside.	Both	workers	suffered	spinal	fractures	and	one	worker	a	fractured	eye	socket.	If	working	at	height,	planning	should	be	undertaken	to	ensure	the	safest	method	and	correct	equipment	is	used	for	the	job.	The	decision	to	use	a	specific	MEWP	should	not	be	based	solely	on	the	availability
of	a	MEWP	at	a	workplace.When	selecting	the	type	of	MEWP	to	be	used	be	aware	of	the	limitations	regarding	terrain,	slope,	wind	loading	and	manual	side	force.	Some	MEWPs	are	not	designed	for	outdoor	use	or	have	different	operation	limitations	for	outdoor	use.	Note	a	maximum	side	manual	force	of	200	N	is	equivalent	to	a	20kg	force	at	waist
height.If	you	have	determined	that	a	MEWP	is	the	most	suitable	method	to	perform	the	work	at	height,	you	must	implement	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	using	the	MEWP	throughout	the	job.	These	include:choose	the	right	MEWP	for	the	job	and	only	use	it	for	the	purpose	it	was	designedensure	that
information,	instruction	and	training	is	provided	to	workers	who	use	MEWPstrain	workers	in	emergency	procedures	so	occupants	can	be	rescued	in	the	event	of	an	emergencyhold	a	high-risk	work	licence	for	boom	type	MEWPs	with	a	boom	length	over	11	metrescarry	out	a	prestart	(pre-operational)	inspection	and	record	the	information	in	the
logbookensure	the	MEWP	is	suitable	for	the	ground	conditions,	including	gradeabilitydo	not	exceed	the	safe	working	load	of	the	platform	(some	MEWPs	have	dual	ratings	to	limit	the	number	of	people	in	the	platform	if	used	outdoors)do	not	exceed	the	manual	side	force	(as	shown	on	the	compliance	plate)	when	carrying	out	activities	such	as	drilling,
pushingdo	not	work	in	locations	where	the	loss	of	control	of	external	objects	could	impact	the	platform	of	the	MEWP,	e.g.	tree	branches,	steelworkdo	not	use	indoor	rated	MEWPs	outdoorsmake	sure	outdoor	rated	MEWPs	are	not	operated	outside	if	wind	speed	rating	exceeds	the	maximum	limits	(as	shown	on	the	compliance	plate)wear	a	safety
harness	if	there	is	a	risk	of	falling	from	a	height	and	ensure	it	is	attached	to	a	designated	anchor	point	on	the	MEWPFurther	informationYou	can	also	refer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:	A	29-year-old	concrete	cutter	fell	approximately	7	metres	after	temporary	edge	protection	gave	way	on	a	construction	site	at	Caringbah.	He	was	taken	to
hospital	with	back	and	pelvic	injuries.Safety	informationConsider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	falls	on	construction	sites.	You	must:develop	a	plan	–	in	consultation	with	workers	and	before	work	begins	–	for	managing	the	risk	of	falls	on	site,	including	in	and	around	excavationsmake	sure	excavations,
trenches	and	openings	are	securely	fenced	to	prevent	falls	and	unauthorised	accessensure	that	temporary	edge	protection	has	sufficient	height	and	strengthprovide	safe	access	for	workers	that	is	clearly	defined	and	free	of	debris	or	stored	materialslimit	access	to	excavations	and	trenches	to	only	those	required	to	work	in	or	near	the	areahave
adequate	site	fencing	to	prevent	unauthorised	access	to	the	site.StatisticsFalls	from	heights	are	the	biggest	killer	on	NSW	construction	sites.	This	is	the	ninth	incident	information	release	published	by	SafeWork	NSW	this	year	relating	to	a	serious	fall	incident.On-the-spot	fines	of	up	to	$3,600	may	be	issued	for	placing	workers	lives	at	risk	by	not
protecting	them	when	working	at	heights.More	information	A	43-year-old	worker	suffered	serious	head	injuries	after	falling	from	a	work	platform	while	installing	ceiling	joists	at	a	residential	construction	site	in	Bellevue	Hill.	He	was	standing	on	a	plank,	that	at	one	end	was	resting	on	the	top	of	an	A	frame	ladder	and	the	other	end	resting	on
scaffolding.	The	plank	was	set	up	to	raise	the	worker	high	enough	to	install	the	roof	section.	Plank	set	up	on	A-frame	ladder	and	scaffold	involved	in	the	incident	Consider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	while	working	at	heights	on	work	platforms	or	scaffolds.Make	sure:you	always	use	a	suitable	work	platform	for	the
task,	such	as	scaffolds,	elevated	work	platform,	boom	or	scissor	liftworkers	are	trained	how	to	use	the	suitable	work	platform	or	scaffoldworkers	are	provided	with	a	safe	way	to	access	and	exit	the	work	areayou	prepare	a	safe	work	method	statement	for	all	high-risk	construction	workyou	have	a	plan	in	place	in	case	of	an	emergencyWhen	using
scaffold,	make	sure:you	use	a	system	suitable	for	the	task	and	compliant	to	AS/NZS	1576.1:Working	platforms	at	least	450mm	wideEdge	protection	installed	on	platforms	that	are	2m	or	higherEdge	protection	installed	on	other	platforms	where	the	nature	of	work	prevents	worker	being	fully	aware	of	proximity	to	platform	edgescaffolds	are	erected
and	dismantled	by	competent	persons	in	accordance	with	manufacturer’s	instructions,	and	by	persons	who	hold	the	appropriate	class	of	high-risk	work	licence	where	requiredthe	scaffold	is	stable	at	all	times,	including	during	erection,	in	situ,	during	and	after	any	alterations,	and	when	dismantlingpeople	can’t	access	incomplete	scaffoldsStatisticsFalls
from	heights	are	the	biggest	killer	on	NSW	construction	sites	and	this	is	the	eighth	incident	information	release	this	year	published	by	SafeWork	NSW	due	to	a	serious	fall	from	height	incident.	Most	serious	falls	incidents	occur	from	a	height	of	four	metres	or	less.On-the-spot	fines	of	up	to	$3,600	may	be	issued	to	those	placing	workers	lives	at	risk	by
not	adequately	protecting	them	when	working	at	heights.More	informationView	the	latest	incident	information	releases	at	safework.nsw.gov.au	Since	the	start	of	this	year,	we've	been	notified	of	10	incidents	where	a	worker	has	fallen	through	a	roof,	resulting	in	either	a	serious	injury	or	fatality.Falls	from	heights	continues	to	be	a	major	cause	of
fatalities	and	serious	injuries	at	workplaces	across	NSW.	A	52-year-old	subcontractor	fell	more	than	three	metres	onto	a	concrete	pavement	at	a	school	in	Wahroonga.	He	was	cleaning	the	roof	gutters	when	he	stepped	onto	polycarbonate	roof	sheeting	and	it	gave	way.	He	suffered	severe	head	injuries	and	passed	away	in	hospital.	Wahroonga	school
A		21-year-old	apprentice	carpenter	fell	through	perspex	roof	sheeting	at	a	manufacturing	plant	in	Molong,	in	western	NSW.	He	fell	seven	metres	onto	a	concrete	floor,	fracturing	his	wrist,	ribs	and	pelvis.	Molong	manufacturing	plant	A	27-year-old	roofing	contractor	fell	more	than	three	metres	through	the	roof	of	a	sheering	shed	at	a	rural	property
near	Parkes.	He	was	installing	solar	panels	when	the	alsynite	roof	sheeting	gave	way.	He	fractured	his	back.	Roof	of	shearing	shed	Not	all	areas	on	a	roof	are	safe	to	walk	on.	Even	roof	sheeting	that	claims	to	be	okay	to	walk	on	is	reliant	on	correct	installation	and	can	become	brittle	over	time.	Don’t	walk	on	skylights,	or	plastic	and	asbestos	roof
sheeting,	unless	assessed	as	structurally	sound	by	a	competent	person.Consider	what	tasks	can	be	done	without	accessing	the	roof.	For	example,	work	from	underneath	using	a	scaffold	or	elevated	work	platform.If	you	must	access	the	roof,	check	its	condition,	the	roofing	materials,	fixings	and	safety	mesh	to	determine	the	safest	path.If	sheeting
appears	brittle,	you	must	manage	the	risks	of	falling	through	the	roof.You	must:install	guardrails	around	non-trafficable	areas,	or	use	a	work	positioning	systemcover	non-trafficable	sheeting	securely	and	place	warning	signs	nearbywork	from	temporary	work	platforms	(crawling	boards)	or	roof	ladders,	where	appropriateinstall	safety	meshuse	an
adjustable	fall-arrest	system,	such	as	a	harness,	with	proper	anchor	points,	and	train	workers	in	how	to	use	themprepare	a	site-specific	safe	work	method	statement	(SWMS)	for	all	high	risk	construction	workhave	plans	in	place	in	case	of	emergency,	particularly	with	respect	to	the	use	of	fall	arrest	systems.More	information	A	worker	was	crushed
between	a	punt	and	piles	at	a	marine	construction	site	at	King	Street	Wharf,	Sydney.While	measuring	the	piles,	the	worker	accidentally	knocked	the	punt	controls,	propelling	it	forward,	crushing	him	between	the	piles	and	the	punt,	before	he	fell	into	the	water.	He	suffered	broken	ribs,	a	broken	collar	bone	and	a	punctured	lung.NSW	Water	Police	and
Australian	Maritime	Safety	Authority	also	responded	to	the	incident.	Site	of	incident	Implement	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	working	on	water.You	must:perform	the	task	from	land,	where	practicalmake	sure	operator	controls	are	properly	located	or	guarded	to	prevent	accidental	activationconsider
the	conditions,	such	as	weather	and	swell,	and	choose	a	safer	location	if	necessarymake	sure	there	is	a	safe	system	of	work	for	doing	the	task	on	water,	and	prepare	a	safe	work	method	statement	(SWMS)	if	the	task	is	considered	high	risk	construction	workmake	sure	workers	are	trained	in	the	correct	procedures/SWMSmake	sure	there	are	enough
workers	to	do	the	task	safely,	such	as	operating	the	vessel,	acting	as	spotter	when	visibility	is	poor,	and	helping	with	emergency	rescuesmake	sure	all	plant,	equipment,	e-stops	and	lanyards	are	used	and	are	functioning	as	per	manufacturer’s	specificationsmanage	the	risk	of	falling	overboard	-	use	guardrails,	harnesses,	safety	lines	and	life-
jackets.More	information	Date	of	incident:	15	May	2020A	51-year-old	labourer	suffered	serious	head	injuries	after	falling	nearly	three	metres	onto	a	tiled	surface	at	a	house	in	Eastwood.	He	stepped	off	the	roof	onto	plastic	covering	a	pergola	and	it	gave	way.	He	later	died	in	hospital.Safety	informationFalls	from	heights	is	the	number	one	killer	on
construction	sites	in	NSW	and	every	year	there	are	dozens	of	serious	incidents.	Many	of	these	incidents	involve	a	ladder	being	used	incorrectly	or	stepping	on	an	unstable	surface.Consider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	working	on	ladders	and	roofs.Before	starting	work	on	a	roof,	inspect	the	condition	of
skylights,	plastic	sheeting	and	asbestos	cement	sheeting,	wire	mesh	and	anchor	points.	To	determine	if	surfaces	are	safe	to	walk	on,	check	the	material,	how	it’s	fixed	and	whether	it’s	brittle.Make	sure	you:plan	the	work	to	avoid	walking	on	brittle	materialwork	from	a	solid	construction	to	avoid	standing	on	the	roof	-	use	temporary	work	platforms,
such	as	crawling	boards	and	laddersinstall	barriers,	such	as	guardrails,	covers	and	warning	signsinstall	safety	meshuse	a	scaffold	or	scissor/boom	liftuse	an	adjustable	fall-arrest	system,	such	as	a	harness,	with	proper	anchor	points	–	train	workers	how	to	use	themWhen	working	in	situations	where	a	ladder	may	be	required,	you	must:consider	using
an	elevated	work	platform	or	scaffold,	rather	than	a	ladderchoose	the	right	ladder	for	the	job.	It	should	meet	Australian	standards	and	the	load	requirements	of	the	job.	An	A-frame	or	extension	ladder	may	be	appropriate	for	some	tasks,	but	a	platform	ladder	is	saferinspect	the	ladder	for	damage	before	usingonly	use	a	ladder	if	you’re	physically
capable	of	doing	so	safelyset-up	a	ladder	on	a	flat,	stable	surface,	or	use	leg	levellers,	anti-slip	gutter	guards	and	stabilisersmaintain	three	points	of	contact	when	climbing	or	descending	the	ladder	-	two	hands	and	one	foot,	or	two	feet	and	one	handonly	take	small	items	up	or	down	a	ladder	–	never	large	or	heavy	items	such	as	building	materials.	Wear
a	toolbelt	to	enable	you	to	maintain	three	points	of	contactnever	lean	or	reach	away	from	the	laddernot	exceed	the	working	load	limit	on	the	ladderonly	use	A-frame	ladders	locked	in	fully	open	positionsecure	your	extension	ladder	at	the	top,	bottom	or	both	-	or	have	someone	hold	itmake	sure	the	ladder	is	one	metre	past	the	stepping	pointextension
ladders	are	angled	at	a	ratio	of	1:4	-	position	the	base	of	the	ladder	one	metre	away	from	the	structure	for	every	four	metres	of	heightnot	climb	or	work	past	the	second-last	rung	of	a	ladder,	and	never	straddle	the	top	of	an	A-frame	laddermake	sure	fall	prevention	is	used	at	the	stepping	off	point	of	the	work	arearemain	facing	the	ladder	and	climb	to
the	bottom	rung	before	stepping	off.Businesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.More	information	A	worker	suffered	cuts	and	bruises	when	his	telehandler	overturned	as	it	was
lifting	a	650kg	piling	cage,	while	located	across	a	sloping	driveway.	Resting	place	of	telehandler	Telehandlers	are	generally	used	with	fork	tynes.	If	allowed	by	the	manufacturer,	other	attachments,	such	as	bale	grabs,	buckets,	work	platforms,	lifting	hooks	and	crane	jibs	can	be	used.The	correct	attachment	must	be	used	for	the	task.	For	example,
tynes	must	not	be	used	to	freely	suspend	a	load.When	travelling	with	a	load,	the	load	should	be	as	close	to	the	ground	as	possible,	and	the	boom	retracted.A	freely	suspended	load	affects	the	stability	of	a	telehandler,	due	to	the	raised	boom	and	swinging	load.	Instability	is	even	greater	when	working	on	a	slope	as	the	load	swings	further	from	the	point
it	is	connected	to	the	telehandler.When	lifting	a	load	with	a	telehandler,	make	sure:you	follow	the	telehandler	operating	instructionsthe	telehandler	has	the	appropriate	attachments	for	the	taskyou	know	the	maximum	slope	for	operating	the	telehandler,	and	its	limitationsyou	assess	the	slope	of	the	groundyou	don’t	travel	across	the	slope,	unless
within	the	limits	of	the	telehandleryou	use	ground	support,	if	required,	to	maintain	stabilityyou	use	percentage	deration	charts	when	working	on	a	slopeyou	use	exclusion	zones.Operator	licencesIf	the	telehandler	has	a	capacity	greater	than	three	tonne	and	is	configured	as	a	crane,	you	must	have	a	high-risk	work	licence	–	non	slewing	crane	(CN	class)
or	a	slewing	mobile	crane	licence.If	the	telehandler	has	a	capacity	less	than	three	tonne,	you	must	be	trained	and	competent	in	operating	the	telehandler	and	attachments.To	use	a	slewing	telehandler,	with	a	slewing	limit	greater	than	five	degrees,	you	must	have	a	high-risk	crane	licence	–	C0,	C1,	C2	or	C6.If	the	telehandler	is	used	as	a	work	platform,
with	a	boom	length	of	11	metres	or	more,	you	must	have	a	high-risk	work	licence	–	elevated	work	platform	(WP	class).	If	the	boom	is	less	than	11	metres,	you	must	be	trained	and	competent	in	operating	the	telehandler	and	attachments.More	information	Date	of	incident:	29	April	2020At	a	construction	site	in	Belrose,	a	36-year	old	dogman	fell	through
an	open	void	in	a	deck	as	he	was	instructing	a	crane	operator	to	lower	materials.	He	fell	three	metres,	impaling	his	left	shoulder	on	a	steel	bar.The	void	the	worker	fell	throughSafety	informationFalling	from	a	height	is	the	number	one	cause	of	death	and	permanent	disability	in	the	formwork	industry.	Most	incidents	involve	open	voids	on	formwork
decks	and	unprotected	edges.Consider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	falls	from	formwork	decks	and	through	open	voids.Make	sure:all	voids	have	edge	protection	or	are	covered,	and	that	covers	are	securely	fixed	in	place	and	marked	‘Danger:	penetration	below’you	install	guardrails	and	other	edge
protection,	such	as	perimeter	scaffolds	and	formwork	screens,	into	pre-assembled	systems	before	they’re	lifted	into	positionleading	edges	are	minimalyou	work	below	the	formwork	deck,	using	temporary	work	platforms,	and	limit	the	distance	between	joists	to	450	mmcatch	platforms	are	used	when	other	edge	protection	is	not	reasonably
practicableguardrails	comply	with	Australian	standardsaccess	to	incomplete	decks	is	prevented.More	information	Date	of	incident:	23	March	2020A	24	year	old	worker	suffered	broken	hips,	a	dislocated	shoulder	and	a	broken	jaw	when	he	fell	more	than	20	metres	down	a	ventilation	duct.	Falls	from	heights	is	the	number	one	killer	on	NSW
construction	sites.The	duct	opening	(left)	and	the	exit	point	(right)The	investigationSafeWork	NSW	inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW	commenced	an	investigation	to	determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.Safety	informationBusinesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	work	health
and	safety	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.You	must	consider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	falls	from	heights.Make	sure	you:establish	and	highlight	‘no	go’	zones	around	openings	and	penetrations	during	construction
workimmediately	make	safe	any	opening	or	penetration	after	it	is	formed	using	edge	protection	and	or	covers	that	are	strong	enough	to	withstand	the	load	of	a	worker	and	materials,	fix	them	in	place,	and	mark	them	so	they’re	not	mistaken	for	construction	material.Further	information	Date	of	incident:	19	February	2020An	80-year-old	man	fell	in	the
carpark	of	a	supermarket	in	western	NSW	after	appearing	to	trip	on	a	piece	of	plywood,	lying	at	the	rear	of	a	ute.	The	man	suffered	an	injury	to	the	left	side	of	his	head	and	died	in	hospital	a	week	after	the	fall.The	site	just	before	incident	happened.	Note	plywood	at	rear	of	ute.Safety	informationConsider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to
manage	the	risks	associated	with	working	in	public	areas.Make	sure	you:prepare	a	safe	work	zone	in	consultation	with	the	client,	principal	contractor	and	subcontractorwork	zones	don’t	obstruct	safe	access	to	public	areasfence	and	identify	your	work	area	from	general	public	areasuse	appropriate	signageuse	alternate	pedestrian	access,	if	required,
with	signsmaterials	are	contained	within	your	isolated	work	zonegood	housekeeping	practices	are	maintained	in	and	around	the	work	zoneserious	incidents	and	near	misses	are	immediately	reported	to	the	site	controllerserious	incidents	are	reported	to	uscontact	ambulance	and	police,	if	required.More	information	Date	of	incident:	9	January	2020A
worker	died	after	falling	more	than	two	metres	through	a	fibro	roof	at	Wollongong,	while	attempting	to	get	onto	a	ladder	to	get	off	the	roof.The	investigationSafeWork	NSW	inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW	commenced	an	investigation	to	determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.The	investigationSafety
informationBusinesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.Consider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	falls.Before	starting	work	on	a
roof,	you	should	inspect	the	condition	of	sheeting	to	determine	if	it	can	be	walked	on,	such	as	a	skylight,	plastic	or	asbestos	cement.	Also,	inspect	the	supporting	roofing	materials	and	fixings.Make	sure:you	plan	the	work	to	avoid	walking	on	brittle	materialyou	use	an	elevated	work	platform	or	boom	lift,	if	possibleyou	use	temporary	work	platforms,
such	as	crawling	boards,you	use	a	fall	arrest	system,	such	as	a	harness,	with	anchor	points	–	train	workers	how	to	use	ityou	install	safety	mesh.When	you	use	a	ladder,	make	sure:it’s	at	a	1:4	ratioit’s	tied	off	at	the	top	(and/or	footed)	and	extends	at	least	900mm	past	the	landingyou	don’t	unclip	the	lanyard	until	standing	on	the	ladderyou	review	your
control	measures.Further	informationDownload	a	PDF	of	this	release	Date	of	incident:	7	January	2020An	apprentice	electrician	fractured	his	pelvis	and	vertebrae	after	falling	more	than	three	metres	from	a	roof	while	installing	solar	panels	at	a	construction	site	in	Parklea.Worker	fell	from	roof	off	this	building.The	investigationSafeWork	NSW
inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW	commenced	an	investigation	to	determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.The	investigationSafety	informationBusinesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and
Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.Consider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	falls	from	roofs.	Make	sure:you	work	from	the	ground	or	on	a	solid	construction,	wherever	possiblebefore	accessing	the	roof,	you:	plan	the	work	and	use	the	right	equipment	to	access	the	roofdiscuss	the	work	with	all
workerscheck	the	condition	of	the	roof	and	type	of	roofing	materialthe	roof	is	dry	and	cleanworkers	have	a	safe	means	of	access	and	egress	to	work	areasa	fall	prevention	device	–	temporary	work	platform,	edge	protection,	guardrails	or	scaffolding	–	is	used	and	workers	know	how	to	use	thema	fall-restraint	or	fall-arrest	system	–	harness,	lifeline	or
industrial	safety	net	–	is	only	used	when	edge	protection	or	work	platforms	are	not	reasonably	practicableyou	securely	cover	and	mark,	or	edge	protect,	all	open	penetrations	in	the	roofladders	are	placed	at	a	ratio	of	1:4	to	the	wall,	secured	at	the	top	and	bottom,	and	extended	at	least	one	metre	above	the	roof	edge	–	and	you	always	maintain	three
points	of	contactyou	consider	using	an	elevating	work	platform	or	scaffolding	instead	of	a	ladderyour	workers	always	use	equipment	properly.More	informationDownload	a	PDF	of	this	release	Date	of	incident:	6	December	2019A	31-year-old	man	suffered	critical	injuries	when	he	fell	more	than	10	meters	through	a	plastic	roof-panel	at	a	school	in
Croydon.Worker	fell	from	this	roofThe	investigationSafeWork	NSW	inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW	commenced	an	investigation	to	determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.The	investigation.Safety	informationBusinesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in
accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.Consider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	falls.Before	starting	work	on	a	roof,	carry	out	an	inspection	to	determine:the	condition	of	sheeting	that	shouldn’t	be	walked	on,	such	as	a	skylight,	plastic	or
asbestos	cement	sheetingthe	presence	and	integrity	of	safety	wire	meshthe	suitability	of	anchor	points.To	determine	if	surfaces	are	safe	to	walk	on,	check	the	surrounding	material,	how	it’s	fixed	and	whether	it’s	brittle.Make	sure	you:plan	the	work	to	avoid	walking	on	brittle	materialwork	from	a	solid	construction	to	avoid	standing	on	the	roofuse
temporary	work	platforms,	such	as	crawling	boards	and	laddersinstall	barriers,	such	as	guardrails,	covers,	and	warning	signsinstall	safety	meshuse	a	scaffold	or	scissor/boom	liftuse	an	adjustable	fall-arrest	system,	such	as	a	harness,	with	proper	anchor	points	–	train	workers	how	to	use	it.More	informationDownload	a	PDF	of	this	release	Date	of
incident:	21	October	2019While	putting	pickets	and	bunting	around	an	excavation	on	a	construction	site	in	Marsden	Park,	a	30-year-old	labourer	fell	three	metres	into	the	trench,	suffering	fractures	to	his	leg.Construction	siteThe	investigationSafeWork	NSW	inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW	commenced	an	investigation	to
determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.Safety	informationConsider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	of	falling	into	an	excavation	at	a	workplace,	including:developing	a	plan	–	in	consultation	with	your	workers	and	before	work	begins	–	on	managing	the	risks	of	falls	in	and	around	excavationsconsidering
barrier	fencing	to	further	minimise	accidental	encroachment	–	perimeter	barriers	should	be	effectiveconsidering	a	suitable	location	for	inspection,	and	access	and	egress	for	emergency	situationsconsulting	with	an	engineer	to	determine	distances	where	shoring,	benching	and	battering	should	be	used	–	and	monitor	distances,	particularly	after
rainusing	a	landing	platform	–	or	scaffold	towers	for	big	excavations	–	to	‘in-fill’preparing	a	safe	work	method	statement	when	there	is	a	risk	of	falling	more	than	two	metres	–	and	ensure	workers	are	inducted	and	supervised	in	its	implementationbackfilling	or	covering	the	excavation.Further	informationDownload	a	PDF	of	this	release	Date	of	incident:
29	November	2019Incident	overviewA	fire	system	installer	suffered	fatal	head	injuries	when	he	was	working	on	a	pipe	as	part	of	the	installation	of	a	fire-fighting	system	on	the	21st	floor	of	a	construction	site	in	Darling	Harbour.	SafeWork	NSW	inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW	commenced	an	investigation	to	determine	the	cause
and	circumstances	of	the	incident.Safety	informationBusinesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.Businesses	must	implement	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage
the	risks	associated	with	working	on	pressurised	pipes,	including:develop	safe	systems	of	work	and	apply	isolation	procedures	that	identify,	lock	out	and	tag	out	all	energy	sources	while	work	or	testing	is	being	carried	out.	Where	reasonably	practicable	provide	engineering	controls	such	as	guards	and	removing	workers	from	the	areaensure	end-caps
are	installed	according	to	the	manufacturer's	specifications,	including	tightening	fasteners	to	the	specified	torque	using	appropriate	tools	(eg	calibrated	manual	torque	wrench	and	correct	size	sockets)piping	that	is	temporarily	capped	is	to	be	fitted	with	a	pressure	gauge	to	identify	any	potential	stored	energy.	Provide	a	vent	valve	or	drain	to	release
pressure	prior	to	work	commencingall	inspections	of	associated	pressure	equipment	are	to	be	carried	out	by	a	competent	person	in	accordance	with	the	manufacturer’s	recommendations.Further	informationDownload	a	PDF	of	this	release	Date	of	incident:	11	September	2019Incident	overviewA	48	year	old	male	worker	fell	approximately	5.7	metres
from	the	top	deck	of	a	mobile	scaffold	he	was	dismantling	on	a	residential	site	in	Sydney.	He	sustained	serious	head	injuries	and	later	died	as	a	result	of	these	injuries.	This	is	the	eighth	incident	information	release	we've	published	this	year	that	highlights	a	serious	incident	involving	a	fall	from	heights	or	scaffold.	The	scaffold	structure	on	the	site	of
the	incident	SafeWork	NSW	inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW	commenced	an	investigation	to	determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.Each	year	SafeWork	NSW	responds	to	incidents	where	workers	are	injured	falling	from	a	height.	Most	of	these	incidents	involve	falls	from	scaffolds,	roofs,	ladders,	through	open
penetrations	and	from	unprotected	edges.Consider	reasonably	practicable	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	falling	from	a	mobile	scaffold.	Ensure:The	scaffold	is	suitable	for	the	task	and	set	up	on	a	firm,	level	foundation.A	copy	of	the	manufacturer’s	assembly	instructions	is	available	and	instructions	are	followed.All	required	components	are
installed,	including	guardrails,	toeboards,	diagonal	bracing	and	internal	access.The	components	are	inspected	before	assembly	and	in	good	condition.The	workers	assembling	the	scaffold	are	competent	and	hold	a	high	risk	work	scaffolding	licence	(if	a	person	or	object	could	fall	more	than	four	metres	from	the	scaffold	deck).Site	specific	risks	are
identified,	communicated	to	workers	and	controlled.A	safe	work	method	statement	is	prepared	for	all	high-risk	construction	work	Additionally,	for	mobile	scaffolds	that	remain	on	the	same	work	site	for	more	than	30	days:Regularly	inspect	assembled	scaffolds	to	determine	whether	all	components	are	present,	correctly	installed	and	in	good
condition.Implement	a	process	for	replacing	faulty	components	and/or	removing	the	scaffold	from	service	if	found	to	be	defective.Further	informationRefer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:Download	a	pdf	of	this	release.	Date	of	incident:	3	September	2019While	being	demolished,	a	seven-metre	brick	wall	collapsed	onto	a	neighbouring	property	in
the	Sydney	suburb	of	Balgowlah.	Although	no-one	was	injured,	occupants	were	evacuated	and	Public	Works	said	the	property	would	need	to	be	demolished	because	of	the	damage	and	unstable	structure	Collapsed	wall	during	demolition	SafeWork	NSW	inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW	commenced	an	investigation	to	determine	the
cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.Consider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	associated	with	unplanned	structural	collapse	during	demolition	and	excavation	work.	Before	starting	demolition	work:Collect	all	structural	documentation	for	the	building,	such	as	‘as-built’	structural	drawings,	geotechnical	reports	and
designer	safety	reports.Get	a	competent	person	to	give	you	an	engineering	report,	if	structural	or	geotechnical	information	isn’t	available,	if	the	structure	has	been	damaged	or	weakened	(by	fire	or	deterioration),	or	if	the	demolition	method	will	impose	substantial	stress	on	the	building.Get	a	competent	person	to	check	the	building	for	asbestos,	make
sure	it’s	removed	and	get	a	clearance	certificate	before	starting	to	demolish.Consult	with	all	relevant	competent	persons	during	the	planning	of	the	demolition	works,	considering	the	structural	documentation	and/or	engineering	investigation	reports.When	planning	the	works,	consider	the:effect	of	the	proposed	demolition	methods	and	sequence	on
the	stability	and	integrity	of	the	structure	being	demolished,	and	any	adjacent	or	adjoining	buildings,	at	all	stages	of	the	demolitionmaximum	permissible	wind	speed	for	partially	demolished	structuresplant	to	be	used	for	the	work,	including	the	size,	type,	position	and	reachground	conditions	and	how	that	may	affect	the	use	of	plant	or	other	demolition
methodssafe	access	and	safe	working	areas.Also:Tell	all	relevant	people	when	‘hold-points’	are	required	during	the	demolition	sequence,	to	allow	for	the	inspection	and/or	testing	by	competent	persons.Make	sure	workers	are	competent	and	have	received	training	and	instructions	on	the	demolition	methods	and	sequencing.When	undertaking
demolition	work:Make	sure	the	work	is	supervised	by	a	competent	person	and	done	in	accordance	with	the	planned	methods	and	sequence.Use	braces,	propping	or	shoring,	to	make	sure	the	building	and	any	nearby	structures	are	safe	and	structurally	stable	at	all	times.Use	exclusions	zones	to	protect	workers	from	falling	objects,	unplanned	structural
collapse	and	moving	plant	–	even	when	work	has	stopped	for	the	day,	or	if	the	risk	of	a	structural	collapse	exists.Implement	fall	protection	devices	if	work	is	done	at	heights.Don’t	work	from	the	top	of	a	wall	that	is	being	demolished.Make	sure	adequate	controls	are	in	place	to	minimise	exposure	to	silica	dust.Wear	safety	glasses,	ear	muffs,	dust	masks,
gloves	and	long-sleeved	clothing.When	removing	entire	wall	sections	using	manual	demolition	methods	that	incorporate	hand	tools,	such	as	jackhammers,	sledge	hammers,	and	picks,	avoid	weakening	the	wall	by:starting	demolition	at	the	top	course	of	bricks	using	a	hammer	and	chiselremoving	an	entire	row	before	starting	the	next.Further
informationDownlown	a	PDF	of	this	release	Date	of	incident:	21	August	2019Incident	overviewA	38-year-old	man	sustained	fatal	injuries	when	he	fell	through	a	construction	site	ventilation	shaft	in	Jordan	Springs,	in	western	Sydney.	The	worker	was	clearing	building	material	from	the	roof,	when	he	fell	down	the	shaft.	Image	of	the	ventilation	shaft	the
worker	fell	through.	SafeWork	NSW	inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW	commenced	an	investigation	to	determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.Falls	from	heights	are	a	major	cause	of	fatalities	and	serious	injuries	in	NSW	workplaces.	You	must	consider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of
falls	from	heights.You	should:Give	your	workers	a	safe	means	of	access	and	egress	to	work	areas.Identify	penetrations	and	install	covers	or	guardrailsUse	covers	that	are	strong	enough	to	withstand	the	expected	load	of	workers	and	materials;	fix	them	in	place	to	prevent	accidental	removal;	and	mark	them	so	they’re	not	mistaken	for	construction
material.Guardrails	should	comply	with	the	AS/NZS	4994	series	or	AS	1657.Identify	where	penetrations	may	open	once	formwork	is	removed	and	install	covers	or	guardrails	before	stripping.Put	mesh	into	concrete	slabs,	as	a	backup	to	covers	or	guardrails.Further	informationDownload	a	pdf	of	this	release	Date	of	incident:	19	August	2019Incident
overviewA	32	year	old	engineer	suffered	multiple	fractures	and	internal	injuries	on	a	road	works	construction	site,	when	he	was	crushed	between	a	reversing	excavator	and	a	stationary	light	vehicle.	He	was	transported	by	ambulance	from	the	Bringelly	site	to	Westmead	Hospital	where	he	underwent	surgery.	Image	of	reversing	excavator	SafeWork
NSW	inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW	commenced	an	investigation	to	determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.Consider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	mobile	plant.	Use	the	following	risk	management	process:Identify	traffic	hazards	consult	with	workers	and	mobile	plant
operatorsdetermine	where	mobile	plant	and	vehicles	are	in	usedetermine	potential	locations	and	circumstances	where	people,	plant	and	vehicles	could	collide	–	eg.	when	getting	off	plantEliminate	the	risk,	if	possibleIf	elimination	isn’t	possible,	minimise	it:	use	bollards,	barriers,	safety	rails	or	exclusion	zones	to	separate	people	from	moving	plant	and
vehiclesuse	alarms	to	warn	people	of	moving	plant	–	eg.	reversing	alarm,	flashing	lightsplan	the	site’s	layout	to	minimise	plant	and	vehicle	hazards	–	eg.	have	drive-through	access	to	minimise	reversing,	locate	loading	areas	close	to	storage	areasestablish	traffic	flow	patterns,	develop	right	of	way	procedures,	use	signs	and	speed	limitshave	dedicated
traffic	controllersrestrict	accesshave	mobile	phone	procedureswear	high-visibility	garments.Document	procedures	in	a	traffic	management	planTrain,	instruct	and	supervise	your	workers	on	the	control	measures.Further	informationRefer	to	the	following	guidance	materials	for	further	information:Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	Date	of	incident:	9	July
2019Incident	overviewA	22	year	old	male	worker	was	undertaking	re-roofing	activities	at	a	school	auditorium	in	Hunters	Hill	when	he	fell	approximately	8.5	metres	through	a	penetration.	The	penetration	had	been	covered	with	a	sheet	of	black	plastic	and	weighted	down	with	sand	bags,	following	the	removal	of	a	roof	mounted	air	vent.The	worker
was	transported	to	Royal	North	Shore	Hospital	where	he	was	treated	for	a	dislocated	hip,	broken	leg	and	broken	elbow.	Image	of	the	roof	penetration	the	injured	worker	fell	through.	SafeWork	NSW	inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW	commenced	an	investigation	to	determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.You	should
consider	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	falls.	Before	starting	work	on	an	existing	roof,	carry	out	an	inspection	(from	below).	You	should:Determine	the	presence	and	condition	of	non-trafficable	sheeting	and	other	brittle	roof	sheeting	such	as	sky	lights,	plastic	roof	sheeting	or	asbestos	cement	sheeting.Determine	the
presence	and	condition	of	safety	mesh.When	determining	whether	roof	surfaces	are	safe	to	walk	on,	consider	the	product	materials	and	method	of	fixing,	including	any	possible	deterioration	in	strength.	(Note:	products	may	become	brittle	and	fixings	may	become	less	rigid	over	time.)Implement	these	control	measures	to	prevent	workers	from	falling
through	roofs	or	skylights:Plan	the	work	to	avoid	accessing	unsafe	or	non-trafficable	areas.Work	from	an	elevated	work	platform	or	boom	lift	to	avoid	standing	on	the	roof	itself.Install	temporary	work	platforms	and	roof	ladders	where	appropriate	(eg	crawling	boards).Install	barriers	(eg	guard	rails	or	covers)	that	are	secured	and	labelled	with	warning
signs.Install	safety	mesh	when	installing	the	roof	sheeting.Install	a	fall	restraint	/	arrest	system	(harness	system)	that	has	adequately-installed	anchorage	points,	and	train	and	instruct	workers	in	its	use.Ensure	workers	are	competent	in	using	fall	restraint	/	fall	arrest	systems	and		are	able	to	assess	the	need	to	adjust	the	length	to	limit	slack	as	they
move.Apply	these	measures	consistently	and	review	them	as	work	progresses.Further	informationYou	can	also	refer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	Date	of	incident:	25	May	2019Incident	overviewDuring	a	concrete	pour	at	a	multi-storey	building	under	construction,	the	formwork	collapsed,	placing	three	workers
on	the	deck	at	risk	of	falling	up	to	six	metres	onto	broken	reinforcement	and	support	frames.	The	workers	avoided	injury	by	grabbing	onto	and	climbing	up	the	reinforcement	mesh	and	debris.	Construction	site	showing	where	the	collapse	occurred.	SafeWork	NSW	inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW	has	commenced	an	investigation
to	determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.Businesses	must	consider	all	‘reasonably	practicable’	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	a	formwork	collapse.These	include:A	‘competent	person’	must	design	the	formwork	to	retain	its	shape	and	withstand	loads	such	as	reinforcing,	concrete	and	any	associated	materials	and	the	dynamic
loads	imposed	by	pouring,	agitating,	the	movement	of	people	or	environmental	factors	such	as	wind	and	rain.Install	the	formwork	in	accordance	with	the	design	and	instructions	from	the	designer	-	formwork	should	be	rigid,	watertight,	braced	and	tied	together	to	maintain	position	and	shape	during	construction.Check	variations	to	the	design	and
ensure	they	are	verified	in	writing	by	the	designer,	engineer	or	other	competent	person.Don’t	mix	components	from	different	formwork	systems	unless	a	competent	person	(eg	engineer),	has	authorised	the	component	use.Put	measures	in	place	(eg	bracing),	to	prevent	vertical	support	feet,	on	inclined	surfaces,	from	slipping.Before	loading	with
weight,	ensure	a	competent	person	(eg	an	engineer	with	experience	in	structural	design	-certifying	engineer)	inspects	and	certifies	completed	formwork	and	its	supporting	structures	meet	the	design	specifications	and	are	structurally	sound.Place	concrete	in	accordance	with	the	specified	sequence	and	pour	rate	in	order	to	maintain	the	stability	of	the
formwork.Monitor	formwork	as	it	is	being	loaded	to	check	for	signs	of	potential	failure	or	collapse	and	to	ensure	vertical	and	horizontal	movements	do	not	exceed	specifications.Provide	all	workers	with	information	and	training	specific	to	the	formwork	system,	including:	details	of	the	formwork	system,	tasks,	activities	and	componentsdesign	intention
regarding	installation,	use,	movement,	alterations	and	dismantlingcontrol	measures	to	minimise	identified	riskshow	to	inspect	materials	used	in	the	formwork	system.Further	informationDownload	a	PDF	of	this	release	Incident	date:	24	May	2019EventCrush	injury	while	moving	concrete	blocksLocationLane	Cove	WestIncident	overviewA	worker	was
using	an	excavator	fitted	with	forklift	tines	to	load	large	concrete	blocks	from	the	ground	onto	a	flatbed	truck.While	lifting	a	concrete	block,	it	moved,	pinning	another	worker	(who	was	helping	with	the	lift)	against	the	truck.	The	worker	received	a	suspected	fractured	pelvis.	The	concrete	block	that	was	being	moved	at	the	time	of	the	incident.
SafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.Our	Prosecution	Guidelines	(January	2018)	outline	our	approach	to	prosecutions	and	Safe	Work	Australia’s	National	Compliance	and	Enforcement	Policy	provides	guidance	on	their	approach	to	compliance.	These	documents	set	out	factors	that	will	be	considered	in	determining	the	investigative
approach	and	appropriate	outcome.Safety	InformationBusinesses	must	consider	reasonably	practicable	control	measures	to	manage	the	risks	when	moving	heavy	loads.		These	include:Ensure	mobile	plant	attachments	are	fit	for	purpose,	appropriate	for	the	item	of	plant,	and	properly	fitted	and	connected	prior	to	useEnsure	all	loads	are	lifted,	carried
and	stored	in	a	manner	that	ensures	the	stability	of	the	mobile	plant,	the	security	of	the	load	and	any	attachmentsAlways	consider	the	weight,	size	and	composition	of	the	load	when	making	decisions	about	what	equipment	and	safe	method	to	use	before	doing	any	liftTravel	with	the	load	lowered	to	allow	the	operator	to	see	and	maintain	stability	of	the
loadAvoid	lifting	any	unsecured	loadsNever	exceed	the	rated	capacity	of	the	lifting	equipmentNever	sling	a	load	from	the	tinesEnsure	all	operators	of	any	lifting	equipment	are	appropriately	trained	and	correctly	licenced.Businesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	accordance	with	the	provisions
of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.SupportOur	Coordinator	Family	Liaison	can	provide	information	on	counselling	and	other	support	to	injured	workers	and	to	close	family	members	when	a	relative	has	died	or	is	seriously	injured	in	the	workplace.		Contact	us	on	13	10	50	or
contact@safework.nsw.gov.auVisit	www.coroners.justice.nsw.gov.au	for	information	about	the	State	Coroner.Further	informationYou	can	also	refer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:About	this	information	releaseWe	have	issued	this	information	to	draw	attention	to	the	occurrence	of	a	serious	injury	while	lifting	a	heavy	load.	This	type	of	injury
occurs	across	multiple	industries.	Investigations	are	ongoing	and	further	information	may	be	published	as	it	becomes	available.The	information	contained	in	this	publication	is	based	on	knowledge	and	understanding	at	the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the	need	to	ensure	any	information	upon	which	they	rely	is	up	to	date	and	to	check	the
currency	of	the	information	with	the	appropriate	SafeWork	NSW	officer	or	the	user’s	independent	adviser.	No	conclusions	should	be	drawn	from	the	information	in	this	publication	about	the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the	culpability	of	any	party.All	photographs	were	taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	Incident	date:	19	April
2019LocationWilloughbyIncident	overviewA	painter	working	from	the	side	of	a	house	fell	from	a	ladder	and	broke	his	ankle.	He	was	taken	to	hospital	for	treatment.	The	ladder	was	not	secured	properly.	SafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW	has	commenced	an	investigation	to	determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of
the	incident.Our	Prosecution	Guidelines	(January	2018)	outline	our	approach	to	prosecutions	and	Safe	Work	Australia’s	National	Compliance	and	Enforcement	Policy	provides	guidance	on	their	approach	to	compliance.	These	documents	set	out	factors	that	will	be	considered	in	determining	the	investigative	approach	and	appropriate	outcome.Safety
InformationBusinesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.Businesses	are	reminded	to	consider	reasonably	practicable	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	falls	from	heights,
particularly	when	working	on	ladders.It’s	best	to	work	from	the	ground	whenever	possible	and	only	use	ladders	for	simple	access	jobs,	or	for	short	duration	light	duty	work.You	should	also	consider	alternatives	to	a	ladder,	such	as	scaffolding	or	an	elevated	work	platform.If	a	ladder	is	the	only	option,	the	following	precautions	can	help	avoid
injury:Choose	the	right	ladder	for	the	job.	It	should	meet	Australian	standards	and	the	load	requirements	of	the	job.Inspect	the	ladder	for	damage	before	each	use.Only	use	a	ladder	if	you	are	physically-capable	of	doing	so.Set	up	the	ladder	on	a	flat,	stable	surface.	If	this	isn’t	possible	then	use	a	ladder	that	includes	ladder	safety	devices	like	leg
levellers,	anti-slip	gutter	guards	and	stabilisers.Always	maintain	three	points	of	contact	when	climbing	or	descending	the	ladder.	This	means	two	hands	and	one	foot,	or	two	feet	and	one	hand.Only	take	small	items	up	or	down	a	ladder	–	never	large	or	heavy	items	such	as	building	materials.	Only	carry	items	that	allow	you	to	maintain	three	points	of
contact.Never	lean	or	reach	away	from	the	ladder	while	using	it.The	combined	weight	of	the	person	using	the	ladder	and	any	items	or	tools	should	never	exceed	the	working	load	limit	on	the	ladder.A-frame	(Step)	ladders	should	only	be	used	when	locked	in	the	fully-open	position.If	you’re	using	a	straight	ladder	or	an	extension	ladder,	secure	it	at	the
top,	bottom	or	both.	If	this	isn’t	possible	then	have	someone	hold	the	ladder	in	place	while	in	use.Straight/extension	ladders	should	be	angled	at	a	ratio	of	1:4.	That	is,	position	the	base	of	the	ladder	1	metre	away	from	the	structure	for	every	4	metres	of	height.Do	not	work	from	the	top	two	rungs	of	a	ladder,	and	never	straddle	the	top	of	an	A-frame
ladder.When	climbing	down,	remain	facing	the	ladder	and	climb	to	the	bottom	rung	before	stepping	off.SupportOur	Coordinator	Family	Liaison	can	provide	information	on	counseling	and	other	support	to	injured	workers	and	to	close	family	members	when	a	relative	has	died	or	is	seriously	injured	in	the	workplace.		Contact	us	on	13	10	50	or
contact@safework.nsw.gov.auVisit	www.coroners.justice.nsw.gov.au	for	information	about	the	State	Coroner.Further	informationYou	can	also	refer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:About	this	information	releaseWe	have	issued	this	information	to	draw	attention	to	the	occurrence	of	a	serious	injury	in	the	painting	industry.	Investigations	are
ongoing	and	further	information	may	be	published	as	it	becomes	available.The	information	contained	in	this	publication	is	based	on	knowledge	and	understanding	at	the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the	need	to	ensure	any	information	upon	which	they	rely	is	up	to	date	and	to	check	the	currency	of	the	information	with	the	appropriate
SafeWork	NSW	officer	or	the	user’s	independent	adviser.	No	conclusions	should	be	drawn	from	the	information	in	this	publication	about	the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the	culpability	of	any	party.All	photographs	were	taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	Two	formworkers	were	working	on	a	multi-storey	mixed-use	construction	in
Macquarie	Park.	They	were	on	a	concrete	slab	working	beside	the	base	of	scaffolding	approximately	9	stories	high	when	it	collapsed,	crushing	both	workers.	One	worker	was	transferred	to	hospital	with	critical	injuries	while	the	other	died	at	the	scene.	SafeWork	NSW	conducted	an	investigation	to	determine	the	case	and	circumstances	of	the
incident.On	17	December	2020,	the	construction	company	was	convicted	for	breaches	against	the	NSW	WHS	Act	2011	and	fined	$900,000	as	a	result	of	the	incident.	The	company	was	also	served	a	Proposed	Project	Order,	which	required	them	to	contribute	a	further	$104,000	and	establish	a	working	group	to	deliver	a	scaffolding	industry	safety
standard	over	a	12	month	period.Safety	informationBusinesses	are	reminded	to	consider	reasonable	and	practicable	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	scaffold	collapse:Ensure	the	scaffold	is	stable	at	all	times,	including	during	erection,	in	situ,	during	and	after	any	alterations,	and	when	dismantling.Ensure	the	scaffold	can	withstand	all
anticipated	loads,	including	the	weight	of	workers,	all	stored	material	and	any	loads	due	to	weather	such	as	wind	and	rain	(particularly	where	containment	sheeting	is	used).Ensure	dismantled	scaffold	components	are	not	stored	on	the	existing	scaffold	unless	it	is	designed	to	withstand	these	loads.Know	the	duty	rating	(light,	medium,	heavy	or	special)
and	number	of	decks	that	can	be	loaded	within	a	bay.Ensure	the	scaffold	is	adequately	tied	to	its	supporting	structure,	in	accordance	with	instructions	from	a	competent	person.	Consult	with	the	scaffold	designer,	manufacturer,	supplier	or	an	engineer,	and	prevent	unauthorised	removal	or	changes.Develop	systems	of	work	that	allow	construction
activities	such	as	bricklaying,	painting,	rendering,	glazing	and	cladding	installation	to	be	completed	without	unplanned	changes	to,	or	removal	of,	scaffold	ties,	e.g.	work	down	from	the	top	of	the	building	as	the	scaffold	is	progressively	dismantled,	or	relocate	ties	so	they	do	not	interfere	with	the	work.Ensure	altering	or	partially	dismantling	the
scaffold	does	not	weaken	it,	e.g.	removing	returns	or	adjacent	bays	may	require	additional	ties	or	bracing	on	the	remaining	scaffold.Ensure	only	competent	persons	with	a	relevant	class	of	high	risk	work	licence	undertake	scaffolding	work	including	making	alterations.Protect	the	scaffold	from	damage	by	vehicles,	plant,	equipment	or	materials.Use	a
scaffold	that	is	suitable	for	the	tasks	and	construction	process.Provide	all	workers	adequate	information,	instruction,	training	and	supervision	regarding	the	control	measures	required	to	prevent	the	collapse	of	the	scaffold.Have	a	competent	person	who	holds	the	same	or	higher	class	of	high	risk	work	licence	appropriate	to	the	class	of	scaffolding
regularly	inspect	the	scaffold,	to	ensure	it	has	not	been	modified	or	altered	by	unauthorised	persons.Prepare	a	safe	work	method	statement	for	all	high	risk	construction	work.Further	informationYou	can	also	refer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:	Incident	date:	28	February	2019EventStructural	collapseLocationMoorebank	Eight	workers	were
removing	an	asbestos	roof	and	stacking	the	asbestos	sheets	on	the	existing	roof.The	condition	of	the	timber	roof	structure	was	unable	to	support	the	weight	of	the	stacked	sheets.Part	of	the	roof	collapsed	and	two	workers	fell	with	the	asbestos	sheets	to	the	concrete	floor	below.	The	fall	was	approximately	four	metres.The	workers	were	not	wearing
any	safety	harnesses	at	the	time	of	the	incident,	however	there	was	temporary	roof	edge	protection	and	roof	safety	mesh	in	place.Activities	undertaken	at	the	site	include	asbestos	removal	work.	SafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.	Our	Prosecution	Guidelines	(January	2018)	outline	our	approach	to	prosecutions	and	Safe	Work
Australia’s	National	Compliance	and	Enforcement	Policy	provides	guidance	on	their	approach	to	compliance.	These	documents	set	out	factors	that	will	be	considered	in	determining	the	investigative	approach	and	appropriate	outcome.	Safety	information	Businesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety
in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.	When	working	on	existing	structures,	such	as	during	refurbishment,	renovation	or	demolition	work,	a	competent	person	should	asses	the	integrity	of	the	structure	and	determine	whether	it	is	strong	enough	to	support	the	weight	of
workers	and	materials,	and,	will	remain	stable	during	the	work.	Additional	propping	or	bracing	may	be	required,	and	roofing	material	may	need	to	be	to	be	lowered	as	they	are	removed	rather	than	stacked	on	the	roof.	Work	should	be	conducted	from	the	ground	or	a	solid	construction	such	as	an	elevated	work	platform	(EWP)	or	scaffolding.	Where
work	at	a	height	is	required,	a	safe	means	of	access	and	adequate	fall	protection	must	be	provided.	Any	existing	permanently	installed	fall	protection	devices	such	as	roof	safety		mesh,	fall	arrest	anchorages	and	similar	controls	should	be	assessed	before	use	to	ensure	they	have	been	installed	correctly	and	have	not	deteriorated	over	time.	Where
harness-based	fall	arrest	is	to	be	used	a	rescue	plan	must	be	developed	and	tested	to	ensure	it	is	effective.	Further	information	Please	refer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:	About	this	information	release	We	have	issued	this	information	to	draw	attention	to	the	occurrence	of	a	serious	injury	in	the	construction	industry.	Investigations	are	ongoing
and	further	information	may	be	published	as	it	becomes	available.	The	information	contained	in	this	publication	is	based	on	knowledge	and	understanding	at	the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the	need	to	ensure	any	information	upon	which	they	rely	is	up	to	date	and	to	check	the	currency	of	the	information	with	the	appropriate	SafeWork
NSW	officer	or	the	user’s	independent	adviser.	No	conclusions	should	be	drawn	from	the	information	in	this	publication	about	the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the	culpability	of	any	party.	All	photographs	were	taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.	Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	12	February	2019EventBucket	of	excavator	being	loaded	onto	a	truck	hit
workerLocationMacquarie	FieldsIncident	OverviewWhile	loading	an	excavator	onto	the	back	of	a	truck,	a	worker	who	was	strapping	down	the	excavator	was	struck	by	a	falling	object.	As	the	operator	of	the	excavator	moved	the	bucket	a	smaller	bucket	inside	it	toppled	out	and	struck	the	worker.	The	worker	sustained	injuries	to	his	head,	back	and
leg.The	siteThe	site	is	located	at	Macquarie	Fields.	Work	being	done	at	the	site	includes	earth	moving	and	construction	work.	Image:	The	site	where	work	was	being	done.	SafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.Our	Prosecution	Guidelines	(January	2018)	outline	our	approach	to	prosecutions	and	Safe	Work	Australia’s	National
Compliance	and	Enforcement	Policy	provides	guidance	on	their	approach	to	compliance.	These	documents	set	out	factors	that	will	be	considered	in	determining	the	investigative	approach	and	appropriate	outcome.Safety	InformationBusinesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	line	with	the
provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.	Each	year	SafeWork	NSW	responds	to	incidents	where	workers	have	been	injured	while	using	earth	moving	equipment.	Workers	in	the	construction	industry	are	commonly	injured;	however	any	worker	using	earth	moving	machinery	is	at	risk.	Businesses
are	reminded	to	consider	reasonably	practicable	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	injury	while	operating,	or	working	near,	earth	moving	machinery.	Clear,	established	lines	of	communication	between	the	operators	of	plant	and	nearby	workers	is	vital,	and	should	be	implemented	with	control	measures	such	as	barriers,	exclusion	zones	and	traffic
management.	Workers	should	be	trained	and	supervised	when	working	closely	with	plant,	and	all	maintenance	should	be	done	by	competent,	accredited	people.Further	informationPlease	refer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:Excavation	work	Code	of	PracticeMoving	Plant	on	Construction	Sites:	Code	of	PracticeSafety	Alert	–	Working	with	or
around	mobile	plantAbout	this	information	releaseWe	have	issued	this	information	to	draw	attention	to	the	occurrence	of	a	serious	injury	in	the	earth	moving	industry.	Investigations	are	ongoing	and	further	information	may	be	published	as	it	becomes	available.	The	information	contained	in	this	publication	is	based	on	knowledge	and	understanding	at
the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the	need	to	ensure	any	information	upon	which	they	rely	is	up	to	date	and	to	check	the	currency	of	the	information	with	the	appropriate	SafeWork	NSW	officer	or	the	user’s	independent	adviser.	No	conclusions	should	be	drawn	from	the	information	in	this	publication	about	the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the
culpability	of	any	party.All	photographs	were	taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	5	February	2019EventFall	from	heights	landing	on	reinforcing	barLocationGosfordIncident	OverviewA	32	year	old	male	worker	was	doing	formwork	at	a	multi-storey	construction	site	in	Gosford	and	fell	approximately	2.8	metres.	He	landed	on	a
reinforcing	bar	and	his	leg	was	impaled.The	siteThe	site	is	located	at	Gosford.	Work	being	done	at	the	site	includes	formwork	for	a	multi-storey	residential	construction.The	investigationSafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW	has	commenced	an	investigation	to	determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.Our
Prosecution	Guidelines	(January	2018)	outline	our	approach	to	prosecutions	and	Safe	Work	Australia’s	National	Compliance	and	Enforcement	Policy	provides	guidance	on	their	approach	to	compliance.	These	documents	set	out	factors	that	will	be	considered	in	determining	the	investigative	approach	and	appropriate	outcome.Safety
InformationBusinesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	line	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017	.Each	year	SafeWork	NSW	responds	to	incidents	where	workers	have	been	injured	as	a	result	of	falls	from	heights.	Most	of	these
incidents	involve	open	penetrations	on	formwork	decks	and	unprotected	edges/voids.Workers	in	the	construction	industry	are	most	commonly	injured;	however	any	worker	working	at	heights	is	at	risk.Businesses	are	reminded	to	consider	reasonably	practicable	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	falls	from	heights	by	ensuring	open	penetrations
are	covered	and	covers	are	secured.Further	informationPlease	refer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:About	this	information	releaseWe	have	issued	this	information	to	draw	attention	to	the	occurrence	of	a	fatality/serious	injury/serious	incident	in	the	construction	industry.	Investigations	are	ongoing	and	further	information	may	be	published	as	it
becomes	available.The	information	contained	in	this	publication	is	based	on	knowledge	and	understanding	at	the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the	need	to	ensure	any	information	upon	which	they	rely	is	up	to	date	and	to	check	the	currency	of	the	information	with	the	appropriate	SafeWork	NSW	officer	or	the	user’s	independent	adviser.	No
conclusions	should	be	drawn	from	the	information	in	this	publication	about	the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the	culpability	of	any	party.All	photographs	were	taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	The	site	is	located	at	Gosford.	Work	being	done	at	the	site	includes	formwork	for	a	multi-storey	residential	construction.The
investigationSafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW	has	commenced	an	investigation	to	determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.Our	Prosecution	Guidelines	(January	2018)	outline	our	approach	to	prosecutions	and	Safe	Work	Australia’s	National	Compliance	and	Enforcement	Policy	provides	guidance	on
their	approach	to	compliance.	These	documents	set	out	factors	that	will	be	considered	in	determining	the	investigative	approach	and	appropriate	outcome.Safety	InformationBusinesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	line	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work
Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017	.Each	year	SafeWork	NSW	responds	to	incidents	where	workers	have	been	injured	as	a	result	of	falls	from	heights.	Most	of	these	incidents	involve	open	penetrations	on	formwork	decks	and	unprotected	edges/voids.Workers	in	the	construction	industry	are	most	commonly	injured;	however	any	worker	working	at
heights	is	at	risk.Businesses	are	reminded	to	consider	reasonably	practicable	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	falls	from	heights	by	ensuring	open	penetrations	are	covered	and	covers	are	secured.Further	informationPlease	refer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:About	this	information	releaseWe	have	issued	this	information	to	draw	attention
to	the	occurrence	of	a	fatality/serious	injury/serious	incident	in	the	construction	industry.	Investigations	are	ongoing	and	further	information	may	be	published	as	it	becomes	available.The	information	contained	in	this	publication	is	based	on	knowledge	and	understanding	at	the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the	need	to	ensure	any	information
upon	which	they	rely	is	up	to	date	and	to	check	the	currency	of	the	information	with	the	appropriate	SafeWork	NSW	officer	or	the	user’s	independent	adviser.	No	conclusions	should	be	drawn	from	the	information	in	this	publication	about	the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the	culpability	of	any	party.All	photographs	were	taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.Download
a	PDF	of	this	release	12	December	2018EventFall	from	heightLocationDenham	CourtIncident	OverviewA	worker	fell	from	a	height	while	installing	roof	&	guttering	on	a	house	in	Denham	Court,	sustaining	hand	and	shoulder	injuries.SafeWork	NSW	and	NSW	Police	responded	to	the	incident	to	investigate	and	make	the	site	safe.	The	location	on	the	site
the	worker	fell	through	The	site	is	located	at	Denham	Court.	Activities	being	done	on	the	site	included	the	construction	of	a	two	storey	home.	The	site	is	under	the	control	of	a	principal	contractor.	A	sub-contractor	had	been	engaged	to	install	box	guttering	and	roofing.The	investigationSafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.Our
Prosecution	Guidelines	outline	our	approach	to	prosecutions	and	Safe	Work	Australia’s	National	Compliance	and	Enforcement	Policy	provides	guidance	on	our	approach	to	compliance.	These	documents	set	out	factors	that	will	be	considered	in	determining	the	investigative	approach	and	appropriate	outcome.Safety	InformationBusinesses	are
reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	line	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.Each	year	SafeWork	NSW	responds	to	incidents	where	workers	have	been	exposed	to	risks	associated	withfalls	from	heights.	Most	of	these	incidents	involve
unprotected	edges	or	voids.Businesses	are	reminded	to	consider	reasonable	and	practicable	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	falls	from	heights	including:Remove	the	need	to	work	from	heights	where	possible;Use	a	suitable	working	platform	such	as	scaffolds,	boom	lifts	or	scissor	lifts;Provide	adequate	edge	protection	by	using	guardrails	or
perimeter	scaffolding;Ensure	scaffolds	are	inspected	every	30	days	and	a	handover	certificate	is	issued;Prevent	people	accessing	incomplete	scaffolds;Ensure	penetrations/voids	are	covered	and	clearly	marked	or	have	edge	protectionProvide	workers	with	safe	means	of	accessing	and	exiting	work	areas;Ensure	ladders	are	secured	and	extend	1m	past
the	landing;	andOnly	use	fall	restraint	or	fall	arrest	systems	when	edge	protection	or	work	platforms	are	not	reasonably	practicable.Further	informationPlease	refer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:About	this	information	releaseSafeWork	NSW	has	issued	this	information	to	draw	attention	to	the	occurrence	of	a	serious	injury	in	the	construction
industry.	Investigations	are	ongoing	and	further	information	may	be	published	as	it	becomes	available.The	information	contained	in	this	publication	is	based	on	knowledge	and	understanding	at	the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the	need	to	ensure	any	information	upon	which	they	rely	is	up	to	date	and	to	check	the	currency	of	the	information
with	the	appropriate	officer	of	SafeWork	NSW	or	the	user’s	independent	adviser.	No	conclusions	should	be	drawn	from	the	information	in	this	publication	about	the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the	culpability	of	any	party.All	photographs	were	taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	17	November	2018EventFall	from	heights	through	open
penetration/voidLocationGreen	ValleyIncident	overviewA	29-year-old	male	air	conditioning	mechanic	fell	from	the	first	floor	of	a	residential	construction	site	through	a	stair	void.	The	worker	suffered	fatal	head	and	neck	injuries.	The	site	is	located	at	Green	Valley.	Activities	undertaken	at	the	site	include	the	construction	of	a	two-story	residence.The
investigationSafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW	has	commenced	an	investigation	to	determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.Our	Prosecution	Guidelines	(January	2018)	outline	our	approach	to	prosecutions	and	Safe	Work	Australia’s	National	Compliance	and	Enforcement	Policy	provides	guidance	on	our
approach	to	compliance.	These	documents	set	out	factors	that	will	be	considered	in	determining	the	investigative	approach	and	appropriate	outcome.Safety	InformationBusinesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work
Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.Each	year	SafeWork	NSW	respond	to	incidents	where	workers	have	been	killed	or	seriously	injured	from	falls	from	heights.	Many	of	these	incidents	involve	falling	through	penetrations.Workers	in	the	construction	industry	are	most	commonly	injured	from	falling;	however,	any	worker,	working	at	height	is	at
risk.Businesses	are	reminded	to	consider	reasonably	practicable	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	falls.Before	commencing	work	a	business	must:provide	edge	protection	on	all	open	edges	where	a	worker	can	fall	e.g.	guardrails	comprising	top-rail,	mid-rail	and	toe	boards.cover	stair	voids	with	covers	designed	to	withstand	likely	impact	and
static	loads	and	fixed	to	prevent	any	dislodgement	or	accidental	removal.provide	workers	with	safe	means	of	access	and	egress	to	work	areas.Further	informationPlease	refer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:About	this	information	releaseWe	have	issued	this	information	to	draw	attention	to	the	occurrence	of	a	fatality	in	the	Construction	industry.
Investigations	are	ongoing	and	further	information	may	be	published	as	it	becomes	available.The	information	contained	in	this	publication	is	based	on	knowledge	and	understanding	at	the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the	need	to	ensure	any	information	upon	which	they	rely	is	up	to	date	and	to	check	the	currency	of	the	information	with	the
appropriate	SafeWork	NSW	officer	or	the	user’s	independent	adviser.	No	conclusions	should	be	drawn	from	the	information	in	this	publication	about	the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the	culpability	of	any	party.All	photographs	were	taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	6	November	2018EventElectric	ShockLocationGuildfordIncident
OverviewA	36-year-old	worker	was	installing	a	steel	reinforcement	bar	into	a	wall	cavity	on	a	construction	site.	While	attempting	to	position	the	reinforcement	bar	to	insert	into	the	cavity,	it	extended	past	the	edge	of	the	scaffold	and	touched	high	voltage	powerlines.	The	worker	received	serious	injuries.SafeWork	NSW,	NSW	Police	Force	and	other
Emergency	Services	responded	to	the	incident.	Image	1	(left):	Construction	site	where	work	was	being	done	–	noting	red	lines	indicate	where	the	power	lines	were	located.	Image	2:	(right)	Lidar	scan	image,	showing	construction	site	and	power	lines	where	work	was	being	done.	The	site	is	located	at	Guildford.	Work	being	done	at	the	site	involves	the
construction	of	a	low-rise	apartment	building.The	investigationSafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.Our	Prosecution	Guidelines	outline	our	approach	to	prosecutions	and	Safe	Work	Australia’s	National	Compliance	and	Enforcement	Policy	provides	guidance	on	our	approach	to	compliance.	These	documents	set	out	factors	that	will	be
considered	in	determining	the	investigative	approach	and	appropriate	outcome.Safety	InformationBusinesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.Each	year	SafeWork	NSW	responds
to	many	incidents	where	workers	are	seriously	injured	from	coming	in	to	contact	with	or	working	too	close	to	overhead	power	lines	where	a	‘flashover	or	arc’	occurs.	Workers	can	come	in	to	contact	with	electric	lines	directly	or	indirectly	through	materials	being	handled	or	plant	being	operated	near	overhead	power	lines.	Regardless	of	the	voltage,
which	can	be	as	high	as	500,000	volts	or	as	low	as	230	volts,	the	consequences	can	be	catastrophic.Businesses	and	workers	in	the	construction	industry	are	reminded	of	the	increased	risks	when	working	near	overhead	power	lines.	Businesses	must	ensure,	so	far	as	is	reasonably	practicable,	that	no	person,	plant	or	thing	at	the	workplace	comes	within
an	unsafe	distance	of	an	overhead	power	line.	If	it	is	not	reasonably	practicable	to	ensure	the	safe	distance	of	a	person,	plant	or	thing	from	an	overhead	or	underground	power	line,	the	person	conducting	the	business	or	undertaking	at	the	workplace	must	make	sure	that:a	risk	assessment	is	done	in	relation	to	the	proposed	work,	andcontrol	measures
that	are	put	in	place	are	consistent	with:	the	risk	assessment,	andif	an	electricity	supply	authority	is	responsible	for	the	power	line,	any	requirements	of	the	authority.Note	the	requirements	in	the	AS/NZS	4576	of	a	4	metre	approach	distance	for	metallic	scaffolding	used	near	overhead	power	lines	–	where	any	scaffolding,	hand	held	tools,	equipment
or	materials	may	come	within	this	4	metre	approach	distance,	a	hazard	identification	and	written	risk	assessment	must	be	undertaken	and	measures	undertaken	to	control	risks	to	persons.Further	informationPlease	refer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:About	this	information	releaseWe	have	issued	this	information	to	draw	attention	to	the
occurrence	of	a	serious	injuryserious	injuryserious	injury	in	the	construction	industry.	Investigations	are	ongoing	and	more	information	may	be	published	as	it	becomes	available.The	information	contained	in	this	publication	is	based	on	knowledge	and	understanding	at	the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the	need	to	make	sure	any	information
upon	which	they	rely	is	up	to	date	and	to	check	the	currency	of	the	information	with	the	appropriate	SafeWork	NSW	officer	or	the	user’s	independent	adviser.	No	conclusions	should	be	drawn	from	the	information	in	this	publication	about	the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the	culpability	of	any	party.All	photographs	were	taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.Download
a	PDF	of	this	release	Incident	date:	29	October	2018EventPrefabricated	concrete	panel	fall	on	construction	siteLocationBexleyIncident	OverviewA	21	tonne,	right	angle	shaped,	prefabricated	concrete	panel	was	being	lifted	by	a	tower	crane	and	a	mobile	crane	in	a	dual	lift.	The	panel	was	approximately	9.3	metres	long	by	2.5	metres	wide.As	the	panel
was	being	lifted	into	position	the	lifting	equipment	and/or	lifting	point	failed	and	the	panel	suddenly	dropped.	The	reason	for	the	failure	is	not	yet	known.A	hoist	rope	was	damaged	in	the	incident	and	the	cranes	were	subjected	to	shock	loading.	Debris	from	the	incident	landed	in	a	public	area	next	to	the	site.	There	were	no	reported	injuries.SafeWork
NSW,	NSW	Police	Force,	Fire	and	Rescue	NSW	and	Public	Works	Engineers	responded	to	the	incident.	Image:	A	prefabricated	concrete	panel	that	dropped	during	installation.	The	site	is	in	Bexley.	Work	being	done	at	the	site	is	part	of	the	West	Connex	motorway	project.The	investigationSafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork



NSW	has	commenced	an	investigation	to	determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.Our	Prosecution	Guidelines	outline	our	approach	to	prosecutions	and	Safe	Work	Australia’s	National	Compliance	and	Enforcement	Policy	provides	guidance	on	our	approach	to	compliance.	These	documents	set	out	factors	that	will	be	considered	in
determining	the	investigative	approach	and	appropriate	outcome.Safety	InformationPersons	conducting	a	business	or	undertaking	(PCBUs)	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation
2017.Principal	Contactors	and	other	businesses	working	in	construction	have	additional	and	specific	duties	under	Work	Health	and	Safety	(WHS)	legislation.	Those	duties	extend	to	the	care	of	both	workers	and	others	–	including	members	of	the	public.	Businesses	need	to	provide	and	maintain	safe	plant	and	structures	such	as	lifts	and	cranes,	and
risks	related	to	structures	collapsing	or	objects	falling	need	to	be	managed..The	loads	applied	to	prefabricated	concrete	elements	during	lifting	depend	on	many	factors.	These	include	the	orientation	of	the	concrete	element,	the	size	and	shape	of	the	element	and	its	centre	of	gravity,	the	location	and	capacity	of	the	lifting	points,	and	the	lifting
equipment	and	method	used.The	force	applied	to	a	crane	and	lifting	equipment	can	change	a	lot	during	a	lift.	An	erection	plan	is	needed	to	make	sure	the	crane,	lifting	equipment	and	concrete	element	can	withstand	the	applied	loads.The	erection	plan	should	be	developed	in	consultation	with	relevant	contractors,	including	the	concrete	element
prefabricator.	It	should	include	drawings	that	have	details	on	the	types	and	locations	of	all	lifting	/	bracing	/	fixing	inserts	and	any	component	reinforcing.Documents	about	the	erection	plan	should	be	available	on	site.	They	should	specify	the	erection	sequence	and	orientation,	the	correct	lifting	points,	clutches	and	the	rigging
details/configuration.Lifting	inserts	and	clutches	must	be	compatible	with	each	other	-	seek	advice	from	the	item	manufacturer	if	you	are	unsure.	Cranes	with	sufficient	size	to	use	the	specified	rigging	and	sling	angles,	and	capacity	to	handle	the	calculated	load	share,	must	be	used.Before	lifting	anything,	make	sure	the	concrete	has	reached	the
required	strength	and	the	lift	can	be	done	as	described	in	the	erection	plan.	Do	not	deviate	from	the	erection	plan,	without	agreement	of	the	erection	designer.Further	informationPlease	refer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:About	this	information	releaseWe	have	issued	this	information	to	draw	attention	to	the	occurrence	of	a	serious	incident	in
the	construction	industry.	Investigations	are	ongoing	and	further	information	may	be	published	as	it	becomes	available.The	information	contained	in	this	publication	is	based	on	knowledge	and	understanding	at	the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the	need	to	ensure	any	information	upon	which	they	rely	is	up	to	date	and	to	check	the	currency	of
the	information	with	the	appropriate	SafeWork	NSW	officer	or	the	user’s	independent	adviser.	No	conclusions	should	be	drawn	from	the	information	in	this	publication	about	the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the	culpability	of	any	party.All	photographs	were	taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	11	September	2018EventHit	by	falling
objectLocationSeven	HillsIncident	overviewA	10	tonne	prefabricated	concrete	panel	approximately	12m	in	length	and	2.1m	in	width	was	being	lifted	off	a	truck	using	a	crane	and	was	to	be	rotated	mid-air	and	moved	into	position	as	part	of	constructing	a	commercial	premises.	However,	as	it	was	being	lifted	it	broke	into	pieces,	striking	and	injuring	a
50	year	old	worker	assisting	with	the	lift.NSW	Police	and	Ambulance	responded	to	the	incident	and	the	worker	was	conveyed	to	hospital	and	received	treatment	for	his	injuries.	View	of	the	pre-fabricated	concrete	panel	which	broke	into	pieces	when	being	raised	into	place.	The	site	is	located	at	Seven	Hills.	The	activity	being	undertaken	at	the	time
was	the	construction	of	a	commercial	premises	using	prefabricated	concrete	panels.	The	site	is	under	the	control	of	a	principal	contractor	with	several	sub-contractors	working	onsite.The	investigationSafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.Our	Prosecution	Guidelines	outline	our	approach	to	prosecutions	and	Safe	Work	Australia’s
National	Compliance	and	Enforcement	Policy	provides	guidance	on	their	approach	to	compliance.	These	documents	set	out	factors	that	will	be	considered	in	determining	the	investigative	approach	and	appropriate	outcome.Safety	informationBusinesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	accordance
with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.Tilt-up	and	pre-cast	panels	must	be	designed	for	both	erection	loads	and	for	loadings	experienced	when	they	make	up	part	of	the	completed	building	or	structure	(i.e.	‘in-service	loads’).	The	loads	applied	to	the	panel	during	lifting	off	the	casting
bed,	transport,	handling,	erection,	and	while	the	panels	are	temporarily	braced	are	different	from	loads	applied	when	part	of	the	final	structure.	The	erection	designer(s)	must	therefore	design	the	panel	for	all	types	of	loading.		Erection	crews	must	then	ensure	panels	are	lifted	and	braced	in	the	manner	specified	by	the	erection	designer(s).Tilt-up
panels	should	only	be	lifted	when	the	concrete	has	cured	long	enough	to	attain	the	minimum	required	concrete	strength	specified	by	the	lifting	insert	supplier.	The	minimum	concrete	strength	for	most	proprietary	brand	lifting	inserts	is	25	MPa.	Some	inserts	may	require	a	higher	strength	than	25	MPa.Further	informationPlease	refer	to	the	following
guidance	materials:About	this	information	releaseWe	have	issued	this	information	to	draw	attention	to	the	occurrence	of	a	fatality/serious	injury/serious	incident	in	the	prefabricated	concrete	industry.	Investigations	are	ongoing	and	further	information	may	be	published	as	it	becomes	available.The	information	contained	in	this	publication	is	based	on
knowledge	and	understanding	at	the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the	need	to	ensure	any	information	upon	which	they	rely	is	up	to	date	and	to	check	the	currency	of	the	information	with	the	appropriate	SafeWork	NSW	officer	or	the	user’s	independent	adviser.	No	conclusions	should	be	drawn	from	the	information	in	this	publication	about
the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the	culpability	of	any	party.All	photographs	were	taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	11	September	2018EventFall	through	penetrationLocationCastle	HillIncident	overviewA	28-year-old	bricklayer	was	undertaking	work	in	a	plant	room	of	a	major	tunnel	and	civil	infrastructure	works	project.		He	stood
on	the	temporary	platform	covering	a	penetration	which	has	shifted	under	his	weight	causing	him	to	fall	7.1	metres	to	the	concourse	level	below.	The	worker	sustained	a	broken	left	femur,	tibia,	fibula	and	a	broken	left	shoulder.SafeWork	NSW	and	NSW	Ambulance	responded	to	the	incident	and	the	worker	was	conveyed	to	hospital	and	received
treatment	for	his	injuries.	Image	1	&	2.	View	of	open	penetration	from	the	plant	room	where	the	worker	has	fallen	through	and	view	from	the	level	below	looking	up	at	the	opening.	The	site	is	located	at	Castle	Hill.	Activities	undertaken	at	the	site	include	the	construction	of	twin	tunnels	that	will	form	part	of	the	Sydney	Metro	Northwest	automated	rail
system.	The	site	is	under	the	control	of	a	principal	contractor	that	is	under	the	Comcare	scheme	with	multiple	sub-contractors	working	onsite.	The	worker	was	an	employee	of	a	NSW	bricklaying	company	subcontracted	to	undertake	the	bricklaying	works.The	investigationSafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW	has
commenced	an	investigation	to	determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.Our	Prosecution	Guidelines	outline	our	approach	to	prosecutions	and	Safe	Work	Australia’s	National	Compliance	and	Enforcement	Policy	provides	guidance	on	their	approach	to	compliance.	These	documents	set	out	factors	that	will	be	considered	in	determining
the	investigative	approach	and	appropriate	outcome.Safety	informationBusinesses	and	workers	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.Each	year	SafeWork	NSW	respond	to	incidents
where	workers	have	been	killed	or	seriously	injured	from	falls	from	a	height.	Many	of	these	incidents	involve	falling	through	a	penetration.Workers	in	the	Construction	Industry	are	commonly	at	risk	of	falling	from	height;	however,	any	worker	working	at	height	is	at	risk	of	falling.Businesses	are	reminded	to	consider	reasonably	practicable	control
measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	falling	from	heights	and	working	near	penetrations	including;Installing	barriers,	such	as	guard	rails	or	covers,	that	are	secured	and	labelled	with	warning	signs	in	areas	where	penetrations	are	presentCovering	and	marking,	or	installing	guardrails	around	penetrations/voidsProviding	workers	with	safe	means	of	access
and	egress	to	work	areasConducting	a	risk	assessment	prior	to	working	near	penetrationsFurther	informationPlease	refer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:About	this	information	releaseWe	have	issued	this	information	to	draw	attention	to	the	occurrence	of	a	serious	injury	in	the	construction	industry.	Investigations	are	ongoing	and	further
information	may	be	published	as	it	becomes	available.The	information	contained	in	this	publication	is	based	on	knowledge	and	understanding	at	the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the	need	to	ensure	any	information	upon	which	they	rely	is	up	to	date	and	to	check	the	currency	of	the	information	with	the	appropriate	SafeWork	NSW	officer	or
the	user’s	independent	adviser.	No	conclusions	should	be	drawn	from	the	information	in	this	publication	about	the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the	culpability	of	any	party.All	photographs	were	taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	10	September	2018EventFall	from	height	through	roofLocationNewcastle	EastIncident	OverviewA	26
year-old	labourer	was	on	the	roof	of	a	home	helping	remove	asbestos	cement	corrugated	roof	sheeting	when	one	of	the	sheets	gave	way	and	he	fell	approximately	4	metres.The	fall-arrest	system	used	did	not	prevent	the	worker	from	hitting	the	wooden	floor	below.	The	worker	sustained	a	suspected	broken	wrist.SafeWork	NSW	and	NSW	Ambulance
responded	to	the	incident	and	the	worker	was	taken	to	hospital	and	received	treatment	for	his	injuries.	Images	of	where	the	asbestos	roof	sheeting	gave	way	from	outside	and	inside	the	residence.	The	site	is	located	at	Newcastle	East.	The	activity	being	undertaken	at	the	time	was	the	removal	of	asbestos	roof	sheeting	on	a	residential	dwelling.	The
site	is	under	the	control	of	a	principal	contractor	with	a	sub-contractor	engaged	to	undertake	demolition	and	asbestos	removal	at	the	site.The	investigationSafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	responded	to	the	incidentOur	Prosecution	Guidelines	outline	our	approach	to	prosecutions	and	Safe	Work	Australia’s	National	Compliance	and	Enforcement	Policy
provides	guidance	on	their	approach	to	compliance.	These	documents	set	out	factors	that	will	be	considered	in	determining	the	investigative	approach	and	appropriate	outcome.Safety	InformationBusinesses	and	workers	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work
Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.Each	year	SafeWork	NSW	respond	to	incidents	where	workers	have	died	or	been	seriously	injured	from	falls	from	heights.	Many	of	these	incidents	involve	falling	through	roof	material.	Asbestos	cement	roof	sheeting	is	known	to	become	brittle	with	age.Businesses	are	reminded
to	consider	reasonable	and	practicable	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	falls.Before	starting	work	on	an	existing	roof,	carry	out	an	inspection	(from	below)	to	determine:the	presence	and	condition	of	non-trafficable	sheeting	such	asbestos	cement	sheeting	and	other	brittle	roof	sheeting	such	as	sky	lights	or	plastic	roof	sheetingfor	residential
properties,	the	spacing	and	condition	of	roof	purlins	or	trusses,	including	any	gaps	in	purlinsfor	commercial	properties,	the	presence	and	condition	of	safety	mesh.When	determining	whether	roofs	are	safe	to	walk	on,	consider	that	product	materials	may	become	brittle	with	age	and	fixings	may	become	less	rigid	over	time.Control	measures	to	prevent
a	person	from	falling	through	a	non-trafficable	roof	or	skylight	include:plan	to	work	from	below	whenever	possibleplan	the	work	to	avoid	accessing	unsafe	or	non-trafficable	areaswork	from	an	elevated	work	platform	or	boom	lift	to	avoid	standing	on	the	roof	itselfinstall	temporary	work	platforms	(crawling	boards)	and	roof	ladders	as	appropriateinstall
barriers	(such	as	guard	rails	or	covers)	that	are	secured	and	labelled	with	warning	signsinstall	safety	mesh	when	installing	the	roof	sheetinginstall	a	fall	arrest	system	(harness	system)	which	has	adequately-installed	anchorage	points,	along	with	training	and	instruction	in	the	use.ensure	workers	using	an	adjustable	length	(traveller)	fall	arrest	system
are	competent	and	aware	that	the	rope	line	is	to	have	minimal	slack,	to	protect	then	in	the	event	they	fall	through,	when	walking	or	working	on	roofs	and	are	aware	of	the	pendulum	effect	when	using	single	anchorage	points.Ensure	the	selected	control	measures	are	being	consistently	applied	and	review	the	control	measures	as	work
progresses.Further	informationRefer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:About	this	information	releaseWe	have	issued	this	information	to	draw	attention	to	the	occurrence	of	a	serious	incident	in	the	roofing	industry.	Investigations	are	ongoing	and	further	information	may	be	published	as	it	becomes	available.The	information	contained	in	this
publication	is	based	on	knowledge	and	understanding	at	the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the	need	to	ensure	any	information	upon	which	they	rely	is	up	to	date	and	to	check	the	currency	of	the	information	with	the	appropriate	SafeWork	NSW	officer	or	the	user’s	independent	adviser.	No	conclusions	should	be	drawn	from	the	information	in
this	publication	about	the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the	culpability	of	any	party.All	photographs	were	taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	07	September	2018EventScaffold	CollapseLocationBronteIncident	overviewPartially	dismantled	4-storey	scaffolding	on	a	multi-story	residential	construction	site	in	Bronte	has	fallen	away	from
the	building	and	onto	the	neighbouring	unit	complex.No	residents	were	in	the	neighbouring	property	at	the	time	of	the	incident.	There	were	no	injuries	reported.The	residents	were	provided	with	temporary	accommodation	and	a	section	of	the	road	was	closed	while	repair	work	occur.SafeWork	NSW,	NSW	Police	and	the	State	Emergency	Services
responded	to	the	incident	and	Engineers	were	on	site	to	make	the	site	safe.	View	of	the	4-storey	scaffolding	which	has	collapsed	and	fallen	onto	a	neighbouring	property	The	site	is	located	at	Bronte.	Activities	undertaken	at	the	site	include	the	dismantling	of	scaffolding.	The	site	is	under	the	control	of	a	principal	contractor	with	the	activity	being
undertaken	by	a	sub-contractor.The	investigationSafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW	has	commenced	an	investigation	to	determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.Our	Prosecution	Guidelines	outline	our	approach	to	prosecutions	and	Safe	Work	Australia’s	National	Compliance	and	Enforcement	Policy
provides	guidance	on	their	approach	to	compliance.	These	documents	set	out	factors	that	will	be	considered	in	determining	the	investigative	approach	and	appropriate	outcome.Safety	informationBusinesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and
Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.Each	year	SafeWork	NSW	respond	to	incidents	where	the	safety	of	workers,	or	nearby	people,	has	been	at	risk	from	falling	scaffolding.Many	of	these	incidents	involve	scaffolds	with	containment	sheeting	(eg	shadecloth	or	mesh)	which	may	place	extra	weight	on	a	scaffold,	particularly	in
bad	weather	when	wind	and	rain	can	place	additional	live	loads	the	materials.A	scaffold	collapse	not	only	puts	workers	lives	at	risk,	but	puts	the	public	at	significant	risk	of	being	hit	by	falling	objects.Businesses	are	reminded	to	implement	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	scaffold	collapse,	such	as	ensuring:the	design	of	the	scaffold	installation
considers	wind	load	from	the	scaffold	containment	sheetingprovision	and	maintenance	of	sufficient	ties	of	adequate	strength	for	the	loads,	including	wind	loadregular	inspection	of	scaffold	ties	to	check	they	are	not	modified	or	altered	by	unauthorised	people	(eg	finishing	trades	who	may	loosen,	relocate	or	remove	ties	to	gain	access	to	walls	and
openings)scaffolds	are	not	left	in	a	state	of	weakness	when	installing	or	dismantling	the	scaffolds	(eg	removing	returns	as	they	act	like	ties,	or	removing	ties	in	preparation	for	dismantling).Further	informationPlease	refer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:About	this	information	releaseWe	have	issued	this	information	to	draw	attention	to	the
occurrence	of	a	serious	incident	in	the	construction	industry.	Investigations	are	ongoing	and	further	information	may	be	published	as	it	becomes	available.The	information	contained	in	this	publication	is	based	on	knowledge	and	understanding	at	the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the	need	to	ensure	any	information	upon	which	they	rely	is	up
to	date	and	to	check	the	currency	of	the	information	with	the	appropriate	SafeWork	NSW	officer	or	the	user’s		independent	adviser.	No	conclusions	should	be	drawn	from	the	information	in	this	publication	about	the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the	culpability	of	any	party.All	photographs	were	taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	5
September	2018EventFall	from	form	deckLocationBlackbutt	in	ShellharbourIncident	overviewA	40-year-old	steel	fixer	was	subcontracted	to	work	on	steel	pre-fabricated	walls.He	was	standing	on	a	piece	of	plywood,	on	top	of	laid	formwork,	when	it	gave	way	and	he’s	fallen	2	to	2.5	metres	to	the	floor	below.	The	worker	struck	his	head	and	sustained
bruising	to	his	left	arm	and	grazing	to	his	right	arm.SafeWork	NSW,	NSW	Police	and	NSW	Ambulance	responded	to	the	incident	and	the	worker	was	taken	to	hospital	for	treatment	for	his	injuries.	Views	of	the	void	in	the	form	deck	outside	and	inside	the	site.	The	site	is	located	at	Blackbutt	in	Shellharbour.	The	activity	being	undertaken	is	the
construction	of	a	multi-story	residential	building.	The	site	is	under	the	control	of	a	principal	contractor	with	a	subcontractor	engaged	to	undertake	the	formwork	decking	on	site.The	investigationSafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.Our	Prosecution	Guidelines	outline	our	approach	to	prosecutions	and	Safe	Work	Australia’s	National
Compliance	and	Enforcement	Policy	provides	guidance	on	their	approach	to	compliance.	These	documents	set	out	factors	that	will	be	considered	in	determining	the	investigative	approach	and	appropriate	outcome.Safety	informationBusinesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	accordance	with	the
provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.Each	year	SafeWork	NSW	respond	to	incidents	where	workers	have	fallen	from	a	height.	Many	of	these	incidents	involve	formwork.Workers	in	the	construction	industry	are	most	commonly	injured	however,	any	worker	working	from	heights	is	at
risk.Businesses	are	reminded	to	consider	reasonable	and	practicable	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	falls	from	heights	including:The	PCBU	must	deem	the	working	deck	is	complete	before	allowing	other	workers	to	access	the	deck.	the	deckInstalling	barriers	with	signage	in	areas	where	formwork	is	incompleteCovering	and	marking,	or
installing	guardrails	around	penetrations/voids	Providing	workers	with	safe	means	of	access	and	egress	to	work	areas.Further	informationPlease	refer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:About	this	information	releaseWe	have	issued	this	information	to	draw	attention	to	the	occurrence	of	a	serious	injury	in	the	construction	industry.	Investigations	are
ongoing	and	further	information	may	be	published	as	it	becomes	available.The	information	contained	in	this	publication	is	based	on	knowledge	and	understanding	at	the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the	need	to	ensure	any	information	upon	which	they	rely	is	up	to	date	and	to	check	the	currency	of	the	information	with	the	appropriate
SafeWork	NSW	officer	or	the	user’s	independent	adviser.	No	conclusions	should	be	drawn	from	the	information	in	this	publication	about	the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the	culpability	of	any	party.All	photographs	were	taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	Fall	from	height	through	plastic	roof	sheetingA	19-year-old	first	year	apprentice
electrician	was	on	the	roof	of	a	single	storey	commercial	building,	assisting	with	the	installation	of	solar	panels.	The	worker	stepped	on	a	plastic	roof	sheet	and	fell	approximately	7	metres.	The	rope	line	had	excessive	slack	between	the	worker	and	the	anchorage	point.	The	excessive	slack	in	the	rope	line	allowed	the	worker	to	fall	the	7	metres	to	the
concrete	slab	below.	The	worker	sustained	multiple	serious	injuries	from	the	incident.	SafeWork	NSW	and	NSW	Ambulance	responded	to	the	incident	and	the	worker	was	conveyed	to	hospital	but	later	died	from	his	injuries.	The	site	is	located	at	Tomago	in	Northern	NSW.	The	activity	being	undertaken	at	the	time	was	the	installation	of	solar	panels	on
a	commercial	building.	A	solar	panel	installation	company	was	engaged	to	undertake	the	work	for	the	commercial	business.SafeWork	NSW	conducted	an	investigation	to	determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.On	18	June	2021,	the	solar	company	was	convicted	for	breaches	against	the	NSW	WHS	Act	2011	and	fined	$300,000	as	a
result	of	the	incident.Businesses	and	workers	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.Each	year	SafeWork	NSW	respond	to	incidents	where	workers	have	died	or	been	seriously	injured
from	falls	from	heights.	Many	of	these	incidents	involve	falling	through	brittle	or	fragile	roof	material.Businesses	are	reminded	to	consider	reasonable	and	practicable	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	falls.Before	commencing	work	on	an	existing	roof,	carry	out	an	inspection	from	the	ground	to	determine:the	presence	and	condition	of	sky	lights,
plastic	roof	sheeting	and	other	brittle	roof	sheeting	such	as	asbestos	cement	sheeting.the	presence	and	condition	of	safety	mesh.When	determining	whether	roof	surfaces	are	safe	to	walk	on,	consider	the	product	materials	and	method	of	fixing,	including	any	possible	deterioration	in	strength.	Note:	products	may	become	brittle	and	fixings	may	become
less	rigid	over	time.Control	measures	to	prevent	a	person	from	falling	through	a	non-trafficable	roof	or	skylight	include:plan	the	work	to	avoid	accessing	unsafe	areaswork	from	a	solid	construction	to	avoid	standing	on	the	roof	itselfinstall	temporary	work	platforms	(crawling	boards)	and	roof	ladders	as	appropriateinstall	barriers,	such	as	guard	rails	or
covers,	that	are	secured	and	labelled	with	warning	signsinstall	safety	mesh	when	installing	the	roof	sheetinginstall	a	fall	arrest	system	(harness	system)	which	has	adequately-installed	anchorage	points,	along	with	training	and	instruction	in	the	use.ensure	workers	using	an	adjustable	length	fall	arrest	system	are	competent	and	aware	that	the	system
is	intended	to	provide	protection	against	falling	through	the	roof,	not	just	falls	off	the	edge,	and	therefore	they	need	to	adjust	the	length	to	limit	slack	as	they	move.Ensure	the	selected	control	measures	are	being	consistently	applied,	and	review	the	control	measures	as	work	progresses.We	have	issued	this	information	to	draw	attention	to	the
occurrence	of	a	fatality	in	the	Commercial	Roofing	industry.	Investigations	are	ongoing	and	further	information	may	be	published	as	it	becomes	available.The	information	contained	in	this	publication	is	based	on	knowledge	and	understanding	at	the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the	need	to	ensure	any	information	upon	which	they	rely	is	up	to
date	and	to	check	the	currency	of	the	information	with	the	appropriate	SafeWork	NSW	officer	or	the	user’s	independent	adviser.	No	conclusions	should	be	drawn	from	the	information	in	this	publication	about	the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the	culpability	of	any	party.All	photographs	were	taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	3	August
2018EventFall	from	height	on	construction	siteLocationChurch	Street,	ParramattaIncident	overviewA	62-year-old	worker	was	undertaking	formwork	at	a	Parramatta	construction	site.	He	was	placing	a	joist	onto	the	falsework	bearers	below	when	he	fell	approximately	3.7	metres	from	the	ply	deck	he	was	standing	on	to	the	deck	below.	He	sustained	a
broken	rib	and	a	laceration	to	the	back	of	his	head.SafeWork	NSW	and	NSW	Police	responded	to	the	incident.	The	worker	was	conveyed	to	hospital	and	received	treatment	for	his	injuries.	View	of	the	formwork	from	the	side	and	the	level	below	The	site	is	located	at	Church	Street,	Parramatta.	Activities	being	undertaken	at	the	site	included	formwork
in	preparation	for	a	concrete	pour.	It	is	a	multilevel	construction	site	and	is	under	the	control	of	a	principal	contractor,	with	a	sub-contractor	engaged	to	carry	out	the	formwork	onsite.SafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.Safety	informationBusinesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety
in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.Each	year	SafeWork	respond	to	incidents	where	workers	have	fallen	from	a	height.	Fall	prevention/protection	measures	include:	guardrails,	catch	platforms,	catch	nets,	and	scaffold.Businesses	are	reminded	to	consider	reasonable
and	practicable	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	falls	from	heights	while	installing	formwork,	including:eliminating	the	need	to	work	from	heights,	eg	use	table	forms	or	modular	systems	that	can	be	erected	from	belowusing	a	temporary	working	platform,	scaffolding,	boom	lift	or	scissor	lift	to	install	bearers	and	joists	from	belowproviding	edge
protection,	eg	guardrails	on	non-leading	edges	and	catch	platforms	or	catch	nets	at	leading	edges	to	limit	the	potential	fall	distancecovering	and	marking,	or	installing	guardrails	around,	penetrations/voidsproviding	workers	with	safe	means	of	access	and	egress	to	work	areasFurther	informationAbout	this	information	releaseWe	have	issued	this
information	to	draw	attention	to	the	occurrence	of	a	fatality/serious	injury/serious	incident	in	the	construction	industry.	Investigations	are	ongoing	and	further	information	may	be	published	as	it	becomes	available.The	information	contained	in	this	publication	is	based	on	knowledge	and	understanding	at	the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the
need	to	ensure	any	information	upon	which	they	rely	is	up	to	date	and	to	check	the	currency	of	the	information	with	the	appropriate	SafeWork	NSW	officer	or	the	user’s	independent	adviser.	No	conclusions	should	be	drawn	from	the	information	in	this	publication	about	the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the	culpability	of	any	party.All	photographs	were
taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	Struck	by	plant	on	construction	siteEpping	Road	at	Macquarie	ParkA	36-year-old	male	worker	was	agitating	concrete	being	poured	into	a	column.	A	blockage	in	the	pipework	has	caused	a	build-up	of	pressure.	Several	pump	and	delivery	line	components	failed,	resulting	in	the	rubber	discharge
hose	striking	the	worker.SafeWork	NSW	and	NSW	Ambulance	responded	to	the	incident.	The	worker	was	conveyed	to	Hospital	and	he	received	treatment	for	his	injuries.	Image	of	the	rubber	end	(discharge)	hose,	coupling,	elbow	and	two	pump	line	components.	The	site	is	located	on	Epping	Road	at	Macquarie	Park.	It	is	a	high	rise	residential
construction	site	and	is	under	the	control	of	a	principal	contractor.	A	sub-contractor	had	also	been	engaged	to	carry	out	the	concrete	pour.SafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.Safety	InformationBusinesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the
Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.Each	year,	we	respond	to	incidents	where	workers	have	been	struck	by	plant,	including	concrete	placing	equipment.	Many	of	these	incidents	involve	the	sudden	escape	of	pressurised	concrete,	the	dislodgement	or	failure	of	pipeline	components,	or	the	sudden	movement
of	the	plant	and/or	components	resulting	from	pressure	build-up	within	the	equipment.Workers	in	the	construction	industry	are	most	commonly	injured.Due	to	the	cyclic	loading	of	the	pulsating	pump,	the	risk	of	mechanical	or	structural	failure	of	concrete	pumping	equipment	is	increased	when	compared	to	other	plant,	particularly	risks	associated
with:fatigue	failure	of	weldsrestraining	devices	such	as	pins	and	circlips	becoming	dislodged.Businesses	are	reminded	to	consider	reasonably	practicable	control	measures	to	manage	the	risk	of	structural	or	mechanical	failure	of	concrete	placing	equipment	by	ensuring	that:operators	of	concrete	placing	booms	hold	the	relevant	high-risk	work
licenceperiodic	inspection,	testing	and	maintenance	is	undertaken	in	accordance	with	the	manufacturer’s	instructions,	including	pipe	wall	thickness	testingwelding	or	repair	work	on	the	concrete	pump	or	any	associated	equipment	is	only	undertaken	by	a	welder	or	service	provider	holding	the	appropriate	qualifications	and,	where	possible,	in
possession	of	the	manufacturer’s	current	specificationspre-operational	inspections	are	undertaken,	including	the	visual	inspection	of	structural	components	and	other	critical	components	such	as	fasteners,	pins,	shafts,	welds	and	locking	devices	such	as	pipe	clamps	are	secured	with	safety	pins,	and	clamp	and	anchor	nuts	are	tightened	adequatelyall
lines,	pipes,	couplings	and	fittings	can	withstand	the	maximum	pump	pressure	(including	during	blockages)	or	the	pump	pressure	is	adjusted	so	that	it	does	not	exceed	pipeline	capacityall	metal	pipes	and	pipeline	components	are	identified	and	checked	for	compatibilitypipes	are	anchored	at	intervals	specified	by	the	manufacturer,	and	near	joints	to
prevent	bending	and	casing	fatigue	failuresreducers	are	only	used	as	per	the	manufacturer’s	recommendations	to	avoid	overload	of	the	delivery	lineFurther	informationAbout	this	information	releaseWe	have	issued	this	information	to	draw	attention	to	the	occurrence	of	a	serious	injury	in	the	construction	industry.	Investigations	are	ongoing	and
further	information	may	be	published	as	it	becomes	available.The	information	contained	in	this	publication	is	based	on	knowledge	and	understanding	at	the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the	need	to	ensure	any	information	upon	which	they	rely	is	up	to	date	and	to	check	the	currency	of	the	information	with	the	appropriate	SafeWork	NSW
officer	or	the	user’s	independent	adviser.	No	conclusions	should	be	drawn	from	the	information	in	this	publication	about	the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the	culpability	of	any	party.All	photographs	were	taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	6	July	2018EventFalling	object	from	construction	siteLocationPrinces	Highway	at
RockdaleOverviewDuring	the	demolition	of	an	existing	commercial	premises,	parts	of	the	front	façade	fell	onto	the	pedestrian	footpath,	scattering	debris	onto	the	footpath	and	the	Princes	Highway.	The	incident	occurred	during	strong	winds.	As	a	result,	two	northbound	lanes	of	the	highway	were	closed.	There	were	no	reported	injuries.SafeWork
NSW,	NSW	Police,	Fire	and	Rescue	and	Public	Works	Engineers	responded	to	the	incident.	Front	and	side	view	of	the	building	façade	with	a	view	of	the	façade	collapse	onto	the	footpath.	The	site	is	located	on	Princes	Highway	at	Rockdale.	The	site	is	currently	undergoing	demolition	and	is	under	the	control	of	a	principal	contractor.	A	sub-contractor
had	also	been	engaged	to	carry	out	demolition	works	on	the	site.	At	the	time	of	the	incident,	the	front	façade	and	partial	return/buttress	walls	were	the	only	building	elements	yet	to	be	demolished.	The	front	façade	consisted	of	brickwork,	and	glass	windows	and	doors.The	investigationSafeWork	NSW	Inspectors	responded	to	the	incident.SafeWork
NSW	has	commenced	an	investigation	to	determine	the	cause	and	circumstances	of	the	incident.SafeWork	NSW’s	Prosecution	Guidelines	outlines	the	Regulator’s	approach	to	prosecutions	and	SafeWork	Australia’s	National	Compliance	and	Enforcement	Policy	provides	guidance	on	the	Regulator’s	approach	to	compliance.	These	documents	set	out
factors	that	will	be	considered	in	determining	the	investigative	approach	and	appropriate	outcome.Safety	informationBusinesses	are	reminded	of	their	duty	to	identify	hazards	and	manage	risks	to	health	and	safety	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Work	Health	and	Safety	Act	2011	and	Work	Health	and	Safety	Regulation	2017.Principal
contractors	and	other	businesses	working	in	construction	and/or	demolition	have	additional	and	specific	duties	under	the	WHS	legislation.	Those	duties	extend	to	both	workers	and	others	–	including	members	of	the	public,	and	require	businesses	to	ensure	the	risks	associated	with	unplanned	structural	collapse	and/or	falling	debris	are	managed	so	far
as	is	reasonably	practicable	in	accordance	with	the	legislation.Businesses	are	required	to	implement	reasonably	practicable	measures	to	the	eliminate	or	minimise	the	risks	associated	with	unplanned	structural	collapse	or	falling	debris	by	ensuring:the	demolition	method	and	sequencing	is	planned	in	consultation	with	the	building/structure	designers,
or	if	it	is	not	reasonably	practicable	to	do	so,	in	consultation	with	appropriately	competent	persons	eg	structural	engineers.the	building	or	structure	to	be	demolished	and	all	its	components	are	maintained	in	a	safe	and	structurally	stable	condition	at	all	times	until	completion	of	the	project.	Temporary	braces,	propping,	shoring	or	guys	may	need	to	be
added	to	ensure	that	stability	of	the	structure	is	maintained.external	factors	that	may	impact	on	the	structural	integrity	of	the	building	or	structure	are	considered	and	the	associated	risks	are	managed	eg	vibrations	from	demolition	activities,	wind,	water	pooling	or	egress	around	footings	or	supports.adequate	protection	to	members	of	the	public	are
provided	and	maintained	by	installing,	for	example,	hoarding,	overhead	protective	structures,	heavy	duty	scaffolding	and/or	or	containment	screening;	or	by	implementing	road	closures	and/or	specified	exclusion	zones.measures	installed	to	provide	public	protection	are	designed	and	constructed	to	withstand	the	applicable	loads	(consultation	with	an
appropriately	competent	person	may	be	required).measures	installed	to	provide	public	protection	are	in	place	prior	to	commencing	associated	demolition	works.all	control	measures	are	monitored	by	a	competent	person	to	assess	the	on-going	suitability	of	the	demolition	method	and	sequencing	and	to	identify	signs	of	structural	weakening	e.g.
movement	or	cracking.Further	informationPlease	refer	to	the	following	guidance	materials:About	this	information	releaseSafeWork	NSW	has	issued	this	information	to	draw	attention	to	the	occurrence	of	a	serious	incident	in	the	construction	industry.	Investigations	are	ongoing	and	further	information	may	be	published	as	it	becomes	available.The
information	contained	in	this	publication	is	based	on	knowledge	and	understanding	at	the	time	of	writing.	Users	are	reminded	of	the	need	to	ensure	any	information	upon	which	they	rely	is	up	to	date	and	to	check	the	currency	of	the	information	with	the	appropriate	officer	of	SafeWork	NSW	or	the	user’s	independent	adviser.	No	conclusions	should	be
drawn	from	the	information	in	this	publication	about	the	cause	of	the	incident	or	the	culpability	of	any	party.All	photographs	were	taken	by	SafeWork	NSW.Download	a	PDF	of	this	release	Back	to	top	

Wollongong	Development	Control	Plan	(DCP)	is	a	set	of	Council	policies	that	explain	how	developments	need	to	be	designed	to	meet	the	conditions	of	the	Local	Environmental	Plan	(LEP)	and	State-wide	rules..	For	example,	an	LEP	might	tell	you	how	big	your	house	can	be	compared	to	the	size	of	your	land,	and	the	DCP	will	outline	details	like	where
windows	or	…	Plan	your	visit	to	Summerhill	by	understanding	the	weighbridge	ticket	system	and	precautions	to	keep	you	and	your	family	safe.	Environmental	Monitoring	In	accordance	with	section	66(6)	of	the	Protection	of	the	Environment	Operations	Act	1997	(POEO	Act),	Summerhill	Waste	Management	Centre's	environmental	performance
monitoring	data	is	available	...	ISO	14001	is	the	international	standard	for	designing	and	implementing	an	environmental	management	system.	With	the	most	recent	version	of	the	standard	updated	in	2015	–	commonly	referred	to	as	ISO	14001:2015	–	this	internationally	recognised	standard	is	based	on	the	Plan-Do-Check-Act	cycle.	19-08-2022	·
Sydney	Water's	role	goes	far	beyond	supplying	water,	wastewater,	recycled	water	and	stormwater	services.	From	the	health	of	the	city	and	its	people,	to	managing	the	environment	and	the	health	of	our	waterways	we're	helping	to	create	a	better	life	for	Greater	Sydney.	Standard	search	will	find	words	which	occur	next	to	each	other	as	a	phrase.For
more	infromation	read	Search	Tips	and	Using	Search.	23-03-2020	·	Infrastructure	&	Place,	a	division	of	Transport	for	NSW	(TfNSW),	has	established	this	Technical	Services	Registration	Scheme	(Scheme).	The	Scheme	complements	the	Registration	Scheme	for	Construction	Industry	Contractors	and	makes	it	easier	for	Suppliers	to	work	with	the	NSW
Government	through	a	streamlined	and	consistent	approach..	The	Scheme	…	Blacktown	Development	Control	Plan	2015.	Adopted	in	2015,	the	Blacktown	Development	Control	Plan	(BDCP)	details	the	various	standards,	policies	and	guidelines	related	to	construction	and	development	for	Blacktown	City.	The	BDCP	is	consistent	with	our	gazetted
Blacktown	Local	Environmental	Plan	2015.	The	BDCP	only	applies	to	land	covered	by	BLEP	...	If	an	immobilisation	approval	applies	to	a	waste,	a	generator	who	complies	with	the	terms	of	that	approval	may	classify	that	waste	as	set	out	in	the	approval,	rather	than	the	Waste	Classification	Guidelines.	Guidelines	Part	2:	Immobilising	waste.	Part	2	of	the
Waste	Classification	Guidelines	(PDF	317KB)	deals	with	immobilising	waste.	Environmental	monitoring;	Climate	Change;	Plan,	Build	and	Business.	Building	and	Renovations	...	application	form	are	to	be	completed	and	submitted	to	Council	once	a	suitably	qualified	person	(ie	NSW	licenced	plumber	and	drainer)	has	been	engaged	and	inspected	their
On-site-Sewage	Management	system	(OSSM)	prior	to	the	expiry	date	of	the	ATO	...
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